SIALER& 22085 
EXP LANATION | 


OF THE SOLEMN "6: 


AD VICE; 


Recommended by the COUNCIL 
in Connetticut Colony, to the Inha- © 
bicants 1a that Para: Fn, Reſp | 
Ring the Reformation- of 
EV [LS, which have bcen the Pro. 

. curing Cauſe of the late” Fai 
upen New- England. 


By Mr. 7ames Fitch, Paſtor of th 


1 Sam.7.3. And Samuel ſpake unto all the 
Iſrael, ſaying, If y e do return untothe "Lo! oþ wi 
all your bearts, then put away "= « range go 
Aſttaroth from among you, repre 3 MN our ” w 
bearts unto the LO RD, ml = ant.” 
be will deliver you out of tbe band of we 


ſtines, 
$F-2 Chron. 19. 4. 4nd Jehoſaphat, Ge. |. 
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Onceriing thoſe Brief ani Nervous 
Diſcourtes which are &mitted' here- > 
with, the Reverend and Worthy Au- 
thor, had no thoughts 'of Publiſhi 
them, until ſuch time as: others did —_ : 
him thereuntroe. As for the firſt Trea. iſe, it was 
thus occaftoned. 

in the diſtreſſing time of the lateWar with the | 
 Tnaians in N-Enpland, many of the Ruters (b1 of 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical ) in Conneticnt Co My i 
being ſenſible that publick Judgements ſeldoy 
come, but as Intimations of Heavens difi 
{ure and that then, cf all Men 'the Leaded 
the People are concerned to enquire into thy 
Cauſes of the Lords Controverlſic, 2. Saw, 21,1 
they did accordingly meet for that purpoſe. Th 7 
Minifters drew up in writing what they. conceſ® : 
ved to be the mind of God, relpeding the | 0 _ 
lemriQueſtion beſore them ; which Re wie, 
approvedof by their Magiſtrates, al Recot Ne. 
mended to the Cenfideration of the Inbabit; ney 
in tbat Juriſdition, * This faithful Servant @ 
Chriſt, did witely take hold on that oppert unit Yau | 

A 2 + 


T --..4. To the Readey, 

in_his publick Miniftry to inſiſt upon both' the 1» 
- Malay and the Remeay, which there is ſo great 
-- Cauſe tobe enquuring into, and .did reduce his | 
InftcuQtionsinto a C atechitical Method, for the 
> Þctcer cdification of tFe younger ſort in his 
E Congregation. Sund:y Perſons of Worth and 
> Judgement hagning to: be preſent at ſome of 
© thole Exerciſes, were very carnelt to have them 
* made more publick; to gratifie whoſe deſires, 
” the Worthy Azthoy bas becn prevailed with to 
| © grani the Cepy of what was more inlargedly 
Tiva voce, delivered. ADiſcoutſe of this nature 
1s very ſcaſonable and neediſal; and I hope will 
* * beblcſſcd for the good of many. 

As forthe (mall tr aQare, reſpecting the Chrs- 
ſian Sabbath; the. Author has (fo farasl am 
- abletodiſcern) with very good judgement and 
-. infew words, afſe:ted and proved the Truth 
whoſe-confirmation he has undertaken, - The 
* moſt plauſible Argyment, which our Zewi/s Sab- 
” Gatarian:infit upon is, their pretending the Mo- 
 rality of the fourth Commandment. Nor da we 
- deny but that by virtue thereof, a ſeventh pare of 
- 257, or one day in. the Hebdomadel Revolgtion, 
- ought to be kept as an holy Reſt unto God. But 
-it is evident, that ſome expreſſions in the Dec a- 
# Logue, C0 in a peculiar manner reſpe@ the Zew;/> 
| State., This is true of the Preface tothe Moral 
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Toe the R:adty, 
Law; and of the gromiſe annexed. to the fiſth- - 
Commandmentz and ſome particulars in the 
renth Commandment, arc accommoda:ed to the : 
then fate of //rael, And why forme Expreſſions 
inte iourth Commancmert may not be ſo too, 
our {eyen:h day Men hae as yet given us no. fa» 
lid and {ufficient reaſon, Nay, the Learned F.we 
themſelves acknowledge it to beſo. And theres 
fore they are not offended when? they ſce Chri-' 
ftians doing ſervile works uponthe. ſcie th day: 
of the week, for they ſiy the Gentiles are not ob» 
liged tothe ſtriQt and legal obſervatien of their 
Sabbath. - The Jews in Amſterdam told 7 ackſon, 
Sanas, and other, keepers of the ſcrenth day, 
| that except they were alſo Circumciſed, their 2% 
|  obtcrvation of thar day was groundleſs. Therg © 7 
1s no placein the Netw Teftzment which the * 
Tews do fo much obje& againſt Chriſtians as 
24 at.g.17,18; They perverſcly cavil and fay, 

that the Apoſtles did a& contrary to the Dgs 
qrine of their Maſter Chrift, by telling Mcn. 
that they ought not to obſerve the Ceremonial 
Law, R. 4aimon(1[n miſnaL.1.C.g.) bas a whole 
Chapter fbll' of Blaſphemy againſt theſe who 
teach that the Law is deftroyed in whole or in 
part. The moſt Judicious and Learned of our 
4, Writers, acknowledge that the place mentioned 
| has reſpedt bozhto the Cerempnial and'to the * 
Ds Red” Moral * 


dir . "of "ey i | Fi. 
ET RD ACOVERS 297 Fe -— 4 ol. 
- v4 n = - Ay 4 awC | 
» « # « 
FI. Cd > 
To the Reader . 
eager . 


1 . opppoſition To TrAnewsHt AS deftroying 1s Oppo» 


nialLaw; He did himſe'f conform to the Cere: 
monics of the Law, and require'other men to do 
ſo; as lorg as the}Author of thar Law did ſee 
meet to continue it; and - every way ſulfilled 
thole T ypes which pointed at the Ade/ſiab that 
was to come, Our [:-wiſh Sabbatarians who a- 
Baſe thofe words of Chriſt to countenance their 


the Ceremonial *Law is till in force: For its 
certain it was not aboliſhed -un:il | every titt!e 
contained'therein was fulfiled.. Tt has been ob- 
Je&ed, that Chriſtians in the Primitive times ob- 
ferved the ſeventh day. The Chriſtian 7ews in 
the Apoſtles time bad a Yeligious reſpe&, not 
only for thedeventh day Sabbath, but for Cir- 
enmnciſion anGother Ceremonies, until ſuch time 
as the Tudaical World way utterly deſtroyed , but 
the Apoſtles never allowed Chriftianized Gen- 
tiles {© to Tudaize, The Ebgonites kept the ſe- 
yenth day, butthey were never accounted true 
Chriſtians, "The Conftitnutions which paſs under 
the Name of Clement, L 5, ©:24. commend the 


obſervation both of the ſeventh and of the fir » 


dayof the week. And Z»ſcbinr ſpeaks of ſome 
chat obſerycd 'both' dayes, Such Chriſtians 
were 


Mer!lTaw; And that as 70 yare a'vouris ſet in | 


- ite to fulfiling,Chrift did not evert the Ceremo« | 


Error; might as well from thence argue that 
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Ts the Realty. 


yiere certainly leavened with /#d4iſm. At this. 
day, the Aby//ine Chriſtians obſerve the- ſeven 

day, they alſo - obſerve. Circ=mcifion; and.it ? 
M:nwik /zdaize in one particular, it is not. t@ 
to be wondred at, if they be left to indaize in 7 
more. Of later timcs there have not been ma-' 4 
ny of any great Fame or Note in the World, 
that have ſtood up for this Opinion. There was 
in England formcrly Brabory and Traik; but 
they afterwards recanted, Within theſe fer 
years, Mr. Bramfield of Sherboyn was ftrangely 
drawn awiy into this Error. But his wcightielt 
Odj: tions are anſwered, with great judgment 
and candour, by the Pcevcrend 'Mr. P:biam Ben 
of Dorcheſter in Dorſet ( a Man whoſe Conver- 
ſion was occaſioned by a Sermon of his awnz - 
af;cr which he continued an eminent Light in 
the Church of God for fifty ye:rs togethers 
and than whom I never knew Man upon Earth | 
that did maintain a greater intimacy of Com-' ? 
munion with God ) Nor has Mr. Bremfield * 


made any Reply ro Mr. Ben's Book, ſo far asl 
have ſcen or heard. 

As for the preſent Fewiſh Sabbgatarians in Conneficud 
Coleny they out-do all their Predeceflors, gs to Inſolent 
Behaviour, being arrived unto that heighgof impudent 
\ Prophaneneſs, that they fear not inthe ſight of the' Sun, * 

to bid defiance unto the: Chriſtian Sabbath, by following : 
the ſervile. works of their particular *Callings on the 
Lords Day, So that it was high time for the bogus 
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To the Reader, x 

who is Cuftos utrinſq; 1abulz, to interpole, And truly if 
it had not, been ſo, there is reaſon to tear that the hand 
of Heaven would have done the Magiſtrates work, aftct 
a ar niore terrible manner. We cannot with truth af- 
firm, tat vifble Judgments from tleaven bave befalleti 
_ Chriſtiaus, tor not rcligiouſl obſerving thedeventh Day, 
but Hiltorjes abound with Examples of Gods awfn]l and 
tremendous puniſhments, inflicted upon the Propharters 
of the Lords Day ; which is a very convincing Argu= 
m-nt, that the obſervation of the firff day of the week, is 
of Divine Inilitution, _ 

Concerning the ObjeCtor here Animadvert-d upon 


_ thetruth'is, his Allegations are feeble and frivolous, ſo' 


that ſome may think *tis pity T Man-of Mr, Fitch's 
Strength and Ability, ſhuuld be improved 1n a Service 
whicha far meaner hand mig}:t with eaſe have, undcerta- 
ken. Yet.£onſidering, that ſometimes as ſcnſelcſs an 
Apoſtate as Makomet was, may poilibly leven a World of 
deluded Souls, if due care be not taken to preventit ; 0= 
thers have judged it neceſlary that he ſhould be anſwered 

Ta Todlas What is written will tend either to his 
Converſion ( which if poſlible the Lord grant j or elſe to 
his bzing left the more inexcuſable & condemned in him- 


3 . ſelf, while he oppoſeth the light of Trath, The Apofle 


dots both allow and require,that ſome and in ſpecial Fu- 
daizers ſhould be rebuted ſharply, that they may be ſound 
inthe faith, Tit,1.13. Had the Antichriſtian Sabbatarian 


here refuted,only modeſtly ſcrupled whether the ſeventh | 


. day were not {till of Divine in(titution, moxe gentleneſs 


in Expreſſion would Lave been uſed with him ; but heis | 


not a perſon to be Saved in that way, If by any means 


F hebepluckedout of the fire, neither himſelf, nor thoſe 


that have aimed at his Salvation, will be ſorry, Fude 23. 
The Lord give a bleſſing to Faithful Endeavours, and yin- 
dicate his Truth, Name, and Sabbath, in ſuch a way as 
. Tthallbe molt for his own Glory, 


INCREASE MATHER, | 
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| In Order to ſome Explicas 


tion of the Solemn Advice, which . our 
Honoured Magiſtrates Cid in the Time 
of cur Calamity, fend abroad unto the 
ſeveral Churches and Congregations in 
this Colony, we have occalion | to refleQ 
upon both | 


He Provocations of New-Eugland, | 
and the Impediments-of Refor- 
mation 3 and. to. make ' way fot 
the following Diſcourſe : We.may - 
conſider what - Zoſes that great Prophet of + 
the Lord, and chief Ruler 4 - Iſrael tia incul- / 
cate upon that People in'Deat, 0,7. Remens: 
ber, and forget not how thou provokedſt the Ade 
thy God to wrath in the Ppilgerneſs, 
We ought to have and:hold a remembran; 
{ what our Tranſpgreſfions have been, by nO_gs 
the Lord hath been provoked to wrath a- 
Sint 08427 :: 
1. The: ATA ought to. be cleat 
and full: "the Pcn-men of the Holy Scriptures 


'B:-- . were 


(2) 
_ were moved by the Spirit of God, to Record 
clearly and telly the Provocations' of which 
: the People of God had been guilty, as is ma-: 
nifeft in P/al. 78. & Pſal. 106, and' through 
the Hiſtory of the Church in the Book of God, 
atiaſomeof the ſpots of the moſt beautiful 
Saints, Ged would nor'ſuffer theſe ro be for- 
gotten and left out of the Holy Scripture Re- 
cord, t' King 15:5. P/al;106.32,32. | 
2. The Remembrance ought to be affeRt+ 
onate, with a heart ſuitably affc&ed 5 Remem: |; 
bring what our cares and fears, grief and tears | 
"were in that day, when the wrath of the Lord 
_ appeared to be a. conſuming fire, and we as 
' combuſtible matter; and had not the pits | 
"quehched the fire of his wrath, with bis.own 
" Bowels of Mercies, we had periſhed, Zzck. 16 
. Gr: Lam.3.19,20. 

3. The Remembrance ought to be parti- | 
* <ularly Reforming, conſidering how ovr ſins | 
have criven us into a perillous ſtate, and we 
"ready to pcriſh in the Ocean of miſeries, and 
ſhall we agaiti provoke the Lofd to. wrath ? 
| will he not be angry until he hath- conſumed 


- 


us? Ezre9.14. if we do not remember our 


 Provocations to our Humiliation: and Refor- 
mation, the Lord will remember them againſt | 


us,t9 our own confuſion and CefiryAionz al. 
chough 


bd any he 


| 
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though we waſh our (elves as with Nitre, and 
take*much Sope, yet our iniquities are marked 
before the Lord , fer. 2.22. P/al.5e.2 1422+ F 
And we may ſce what Record of Provi- * 
dences reſpe@ing a People or particular per- 2} 
ſons is moſt aprecable to holy Scripture Rule;! 
That Record which doth ceclat e the Righte-| 2 
ous acts of the Logd & our unrighteous deeds, 
the ſuperabounding Grace of God althoughe 
-[ our fins have abounded :. That Record whicle 2? 
| doth ſet forth the Lords Juftice, Mercy, Truth, 7 
Faithfulr e's and Almighty arm,by uncovering 

the feebleneſs, fitklencls, falſeneſs,& many o-! - 
ther bitter Provocations,both of Rulers &peoj 2} 
ple, Dar.9.7, 8. This is moſtlike the Record 2 
in Holy Scripture, and the Church Hiſtory, ? 
therein contained : but ſuch a faithful Record * 
ſcldom comes forth in that age in which the * 
then preſent Providences were aQcd, few willt 1 
ſuffer a plain Remembrance of their Provo=, 
cations, but the Lo: d hath hitherto provide® 
ſome faithful Recorder, who hath left that i - 3 
Record to ſucceeding Apes, which the preſent 
Generation would not endure to hear of, Pſal.; : 
10,4. Rom.3.5. Pſal. 78.36,37,30, 
And that we may have and hold a convin-# 7 
 cing, hearty & Reforming effetual Remeiniq - * 
brance what our Proyocaticns hayc been; let; 4 
ERS. Gr. 
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ns conſider according to that moſt Solemn 
* Avviceof ourRulers. »i 
F. :, Feſt, What that finis which is the root 
actually andnextly of all the oth*r fins? 

An, Apoſfaſic ſrom the true Religion;con- 
' fide red not only abſolutely but comparatively 
aSit is a declenſion from the' ftriter part of 


Religion, or a decay of the Beauty of a Re- | 


fipious Profeſſion, and this Apoitacy doth 


{Few it (elf in the various degrees of ir, and 


in the bitter fruits and effects of the ſme. 


1. Apoſtalie may be taken cither Abſolute- 


ly, or Comparatively-. 1. Abſoluigly.and 
ſo its 2 total turning from. the. Faith, 1 Tw. 
1.19,20. and thus the Apoſtate is become a 
- Blaſpheming Infidel; or a falling from PFrofcfli- 
onto Propbaneneſs;& thus the Apoſtate is turn 


ed like the Dog to his Vomit, 2 Pez. 2.22. or a-| 


Forſak'ng allGodlineſs, and godly wayes, and 
loving the preſent World , and thus the A- 
poſtate is become a meer Worldling, 2. Tim, 
4-10. | 

2. Or Apoſtahe taken Comparatively. 


1. In compariſon of that which theſe Pro- 


fcſlors have been and done, and thus they are 

- not the lovers of God, and doers of good 

. works, which ſometimes formerly they have 
. been, Reve2:4 5, DF ITS ROT 

2. Fallen 


& : 1 LA. "> , "YI/ "yn : 
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2, Fall-n away in compariſon of the ex- 
ampies of. their godly Predeceffors, whoſe, 
Chil-iren they arc aſter the Fleſh, but not aſter 
the Spirit, Fob. 8.37.44. I noble Vine, and 
rig. t Seed'in reſpect ot. their Parentage, but 
a depencrate Plant in reſpe& of their own 
c | pattice, fer.2.21. and have gone-away: from: 
| the Ordimances of the Lord, trom-the dayes: 
 } of their Fathers, and not kept-them in thats 
purity and power, as they were le'twith them 

y their Predecefiors, al.3\7. | 

3. In compariſon of what they yet. profcſs 
in wards to be, but compare their: words, and 
their works, and it is manifeſt that their works 
do deny what in words they profeſs, Tir. 1.1.6 
concerning that abſovlute Apoſtaſte, it is not 
ſcen in many in New-Eng/and, nor uſually 


fecn in any, unleſs it be in ſome-who at firſt, ares 27 


left to Dodrinal Prophaneneſs, by falling into 
damnable Hereſies, 2 Pet.2.1. and are atter- 
wards given u> to practical Pruphanenels, Inf» 
delity and Atheiſm'; But as to this compara- 
tive and gradual Apoſtafic, how far New: Zn- 3 
gland is declined from beirg New- Englana, I 
muſt leave to the wiſe hearted to judge, and © 
thoſe only are beſt able to judge of-this, who 
are kept in an awakened broken-hearted, and 


B 3 © tearchng 4 


humbly-believin 2 frame, by fxequent heart- 
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| (6) 
'  fearchingand ſelf. emptying tryals, 
' _ And this comparative Apoftalic doth 
appear. at, | 
1,.1n Declenſion from the-fridter part of 
Religion: an apoſtatizing Profefſor in his 
conultations and contrivements, will chufe the 
licencing part of that inſiru&ion given by 
:Chrift, to be wiſe as Serpents, but he refuſeth 
that reſtrictive part to be harmleſs as Doves, 
,£AAat.10.16. but happy is he who is harmleſly 
wiſc, and yer wiſcly harmleſs. An Apoſtati- 
Zing Ch + bs intenſcly ſet to the extenſion of 
Chureh Eiberties to the utmoſt extremity 
of them, that is the licencing part, but will be 
remils' in the exerciſe of Church Diſcipline, 
andto keep the difference clear between the 
clean and the unclean, that is the iricter pare 
of Religion, Ez. 22, 26. An Apoſtatizing 
Profeſlor will catch at Chriſtian Liberty to 


pleaſe the fleſh, Gal.5.1 3. but will not fit as 


with a knife at his Throat, as the wiſdome of 
the Spirit of God doth warn in that matter 
him who is given to appetite, or -any ſenſual 
affection ; this is the trifter part of Religion, 
Prov, 23,2, A withering Profcfior in the 
midſt of all his Apoſtatizing and degeneratc 
Pratifes wanteth not wit, nor will, zcal nor 
corrage, to do ſome gutics in which he can 

A on pacific 
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. thom lackeſ# one thins, Mark 10. 21, and'is as 1 


pacific Conſcience and pleaſe corruption, can © 
honour God and exa't bimfſelf, and be. as Z- © 
pbram, like the Heifer that .loveth to tread f 
out the Corn, Heſ,10;14-. But as to thoſe Du- 
tics in which there muſt be a crucifying of the 
ficth and the affeions, Gal-5. 24: and an an- 
nibilaang ith? idol (elf, and ha the caſting a- 
way (cif. ſhall be the way to ſave himſelf, and 
the hating of life ſhall be the only way to keep 
it to-lite etesnal, ob. 12.25. whatever a be- 
licvi: g Conſcience may tell an Apoſtatizing 
Profcfſor of the truth of theſethings, yet an 
unbelicying and backfliding heart. will draw 
back, for b loveth pleaſures more than to 
pleaſc God, and the praiſe of Men more than 
the praiſe of God, 706.12.42443. and thus the 
dceclenſion is from the firiter part of Reli- 
gion, © | 
2, Or a decay of the beanty of a religious 2 
Profeſſion, and this is uſually (cen : 

I. Either in a palpable negle& of ſome 
known duty, in which it may be ſaid of him, 


the deficiency or want of ſome part and mem- * 
ber inthe body which marreth the integrity - 
and compleatneſs of the Man. f 
.. 2. Or ſome notorious diſordering and dif- ? 
placing of duties, that ene {cryice comes in 

” "4 — 
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| — nfieS) 
the time and ohite of another, and not-do- 
ing that which. is .comely, 1 Cor, 7. 35. and 
this i iS as a member 'of the: Body c cut of its 
proper place, and a watit of that beautiful and | 
Joyiul thing called Order, Col-2,5; 

3. Of a greatning and-heightening the re- 
ſpe unto ſome lefſer duties, buta 'hegleRing 
and not having a proportionable regard to the 
Sreater duties, fat.23-23, and thisivas the 
exceſſive greatne(s- of'a Member» above its 

' natural preportion: *' * 

4. Or a want of that true; godly,” amiable 
countenance, with which''a Service: ſhould 
- Fhine, that mixture- ofa true Goſpel,” white 
- . and ruddy Complexion, which is made ;up of 
A temperate mixture of divers Gra ces:at. once 
manifeſt, and may be compared to the Mirrh 
with the Spice, the Wine with the Milk, C as. 
E' 1. But a Ceclining' Profeſſor is either in- 

{crcetly zealous, Row. 10.2. or Tuke-warm, 
>: neither hot nor cold, Rev, 3.16. he is cither 
” Schiſmatically cenſorious, and ſaith, Stand by,: Y © 
<7 am holier than you, [ſai.6F5 Jo Or rs ſo promit- { 
 cuoully temporizing, that he is mixed- among : 
E the Pcople/and as a Cake not turned, Hoſea [ 
EE [ 

| 


7. 8 
f The Concluſion of this i is, that the Lord in 
| Judgemenc doth withhold from Apoſtatizing 
T Pro- 
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Profeſſors, thoſe beautiful viſions, and tranſ- 
forming Diſcoveries of his 'Glory, 2 Coy. 3: 
18. hedoth withdraw the riſing Beams of the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, and the ſhadows of the 
Evening arc ſtretched upon them, fer. 6.4 $- 
and the temptations of Satan, and the World 
doth look upen them, and. make them Sun- 
burnt, and Black, Cazt. 1.6. and the Beauty of 
their viſible Profeſlion, doth lar guiſh as wi:h 
pining ſickneſs, their love decayeth and waxeth 
cold, and iniquity-aboundeth, at. 24. 12. 
and if there -yct remain ſome good things 
with an Apoſtatizing People, yer how ts the 
Gold breome, dim, Lam. 4. 1, thicir Profeffion 
hath loft much of that golden ſplendor. and 
precious ard pleaſant luſtre. And thus Apo» 
Racy cunfidercdas a decay of the beauty of a 
religious Profſeffion, and this maketh way fo 
the clearing of the Reaſon; why Apoſtaſie 45 
the root of other ſins; and that's, 
- 1. Becauſe other fins in nature follow this, 
.and.they areas branches or bitter © fruits :'the 


—  »  / 


| done, b:fore the praQce of that. which ought 
| notto be dore; a forſ:king the Fountain 'of 
living:Waters, and then follows, e#r bewing 
| Cifternr, broken C iRterns whidh Can hold no War 
ter, Jer: 2.13: os 2+ Ihe 


fin of omificn,. is in nature before the {in 'of F 
commiſſion , a-negle& of what” ought to 'bg” 
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--$-. The other fins are (throvph the Lords 
juſt judgement ) a puniſhment of 'the former. 
Apolizng, is puniſhed with many vices, that 
where Apoſtalic comes in, behold a croop of 
other ſins follow, P/al. $1. 11, 12. 1 Tim: 5- 
24,25. But of thisim that which followeth. 


Thos Apoſtaſie hath been conſidered in the kind | 
_ quality of iz: Nowin the next place we may | 


tee how it ſhews it ſetfin the degrees of it. 


The Queſtionis, what arethoſe degrees and: | 
Reps in which this Apoſtafie doth ſhew it ſelf? | 


'.Avſ. Apoſtalie doth ſhew it ſelf in the neg- 


of Family Duties, or private Chriſtian Meet- 
18s, and at laft in the negle& of the Publick 
Worthip of God, | 
. 7. Apoſtaſie beginneth in ſecret, inthe neg- 
te& of ſecret Prayer, that which is called clo- 
ſet Prayer, or praying alone, /«t.6.6. or in 
the negle& of ſelf examination ; that which 
Is called a judging a Mans ſelf 1 Cor, 11, 31. 


'2 to jadge aur ſtate whether it be happy or mi- 


ſerable, te judge our daily way and particular 


ations, whether they be good or cvil, and to. - 


Fhis js requiſite ſome convenient ſeaſon daily, 
and a Conſcience and Heart awakened to- im- 
- Prove the tiragly way of Selt examination, 
+> as ded, a 


ic& of ſeveral Dutics of Gods 'Worſhip, or | 


Me. OE TINY 
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Zam.3+-40. fer.8.6, And thenegled oftheſe 
Duties is, cither total, as thoſe who have caſt 
off tecret Prayer, and Self-examination, and 
do negleR any ſet, ſolemn and Ready atten» 
dance totheſe duties, Job 15,9. unlefs.it be in 
ſome fit of diſtreſs, and then hs cry to God, 
? ' and ſay, Ariſeand ſave us, Jer. 2.2%. 
2. Or if they do daily attend to theſe Du- 
ties, and yet negle& that which is of moſt per- 
' | ſonal and ſpecial concernment to their own 
Souls; you may be ina ſecret place with a 
* 8 Fricnd, and have tnuch difcourſe, and that in 
ſecret, and yet not one word of ſecret things, 
but that which any one may hear : likewite, 
you may be in prayer alone4n ſecret, and yer 
not one word of that which is. of moſt ſecret 
concernment to/your Soul, but that which may . 
be expreſt before a Family or a Congregationz * 
and thus one principal end of Secret Prayer is 
loft, which reipeeth'the Confeflion of ſecret 
ſins, P/al-19. 12. and the petitjoning for thoſe _ 
perſonal and ſecret favours which may not f6;- - * 
conyeniently be expreſt before others, Pſals 
33.9. But the ſpecialty intended in the hand- 
ling of this, is to ſhew how far the negle& of 
| theſe ſecret Dutics doth argue a Cdeclenſion 

| fromReligion. OI. 
| 1+ Thofe who neglet ſecret Duties y_ 4 
| , " vt 2 0 | 
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toft one niain evidence of ſincere worſhipping 


of God, not only becaule.they live in the neg- | 


Je & of .aiknown command of Chriſt, 4atth. 
6. 6, and-not:only beegule they do decline 


from :the [uſual practice; of the godly, who | 
are wont7to perform thele ſecret duties daily | 
morning and evening, and ſometimes thrice a | 
day, Pfal.55.17, Dan.6-10. but how is it poſ- | 
ſible theſe can have an- evidence of ſincere | 
worſhipping of God, teeing they attend no | 


worſhip:bat what is before men, and thereforc 


muſt be judged to att the part of a Hypocrite, | 


ſo our Saviour Chriſt reaſoneth, AZar.s.5, 


2, Thoſe who negletttheſe ſecret Dutics, 


have loft the ſenſe of perſonal, inward. Soul- 


difficulties; for whoſoever fecls in a broken- 


hearted manner, his Soul pinched and preſ$'d 
with difficulties, he muſt and will have an outs 
tet by ſecret © Prayer, Ads 9, 11, Behold (he 
Prazeth,he embraceth Prayer not only as, a 
duty. but-as a gracious liderty ; but amongſt 
his Soul" difficulties, he. ever. finds ſome, which 
cannotbe!fo particularly. and expedicntly 
reached but by ſecret Prayer, anJ calleth for 
a praying apart, Zecv. 12414, but thoſe whe 
r.eplet theſe ſecret duties are paſt feeling of 
theſe difficultics, and as they ſeel-no ſuch need 
of 'ſceret prayer, (0 Chaiſt pallcih by them, as 
thoſe 
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thoſe who have no wark for Chriſt to'do for 
them'in ſecret, and what-will they do in that 
time, when Hezekiah like, they muſt turn their 
face towards the wall; and -then. it {ecret 
praycr be not the means to take the laſt tep 
Tight, they fall into the everlaſting pit, J/a#. 
78, 2, tha i 

3. Theſe have loſt the preſence of Chriſt 
ſ inſecret, and as,they have forſaken bim in 
{ ſecret, ſo he will forſake themwopenly. There 
are many are very defirous tv hold the pre- 
ſcnce of Chriſt openly, although they-negle& 
his preſence in ſecret; but this cannot be, they 
have no promiſe and grounded hope of, his 
preſence openly, who'do negle& the means of 
his preſence in ſecret, Mat. 6. 5- Apoſtalie 
firſt beginneth in cloſets and ſecret places, and 
that which is in ſecret, evil in the ſight of God, 
2 King.17.9. and then -behold greater, and 
more open abominations than theſe ; Andſo 
we proceed to the Second, | 

2. Anegle& of 'Family Duties ; as Prayer 
in the Family morning and evening, and are. 
of the number of thoſe Families which do not 
call upon the Name of. God, fer. 10. 25. Or 
neglect reading the Word of God :daily in 
the Family, or occaſional repeating of Ser- 
mons,-or of-that daily inſtructing the Fam "2 


(14) 
by Catethiſing or other profitable means as i; 
commanded, Dent. 6.7. and this negle& is, 
2. Either total and are urder the ſane 
ſentence of wrath with the Heathen, ard are 4; 
heatheniſh:Families, Fer.10.25. 
2. Or thoſe who are inconftant iti theſe Da: he 
ties; if prayer inthe evening, yet none in the 
morning, or if prayer, yet have ſtrangely for- 
got that by Word and Prayer all is ſanQtified, 
17.4.5. but the ſpecialty | intend in this 
is not ſo much to prove theſe to be. doties, for 
who knoweth not this, who knoweth any thing 
of the Word of God, and of the pradice of 
g odly Families , butlet us conſider how far 
a n*plec& of theſe dothargue Apoltacy froin 
Religion. 
x. Theſe want true ſan&ified love to their 
"Families ; the natural love dath incline them 
to take care and provide for their Families in 
*things of concernment to the outward Man, 
17.5.8, Othcrwife they are worſe than 
an Infide!, and if they had true ſanftiked love 
to their familics, this would make them as 
readily ro take care for their Families in their 
. Soul concernments, and Abrabaw-like as a 
head of the Family, to inftrudt, yea command 
an attendance to the great . things of God, 
Ger.18, 19. but theſe want natural affeftion 
cruly favdtfied, © © a Theſe 


"© ( 15 ) 


2. Theſc wanylove to God, and ts their 


own Souls. 


3. They want love to Ged, for this would 
diſpoſe thermmto a throvph care to bring up 
ther Family in the nurture and aumonitionof 
the Lord. Epy.6, 4. | 

2, They w:nt love to their own Souls, its 
not poſlible for onc'to pitty his own Soul, bue 
preſently he will pitty and take care of the 
Souls of others, eſpecially of thoſe who are 
nearly relatcdiohim: if a Maſter of a Fa- 
mily be under a ſtrong impreſſion, and a Bo- 
wel melting working of a Spirit of love to his 
on Soul, Ephraim-like to bemoan himſelf, 
7er.31.18. he will then need no other motive 
to make, him pray in his Family, Inftru@, Cate- © 
chiſe, and uſe all poſſible means fer the pod 
of his Family. - | 

3. Theſe want true love to Church and 
Common-wealth , they cannot but know that  : 
ſuch as Families are, ſuch at laſt'the Church 


and Common: wealth muſt be. How can it be 


that a Maſter of Family, who liveth'in neg 


of Family Dutics, ſhould prove a true Friend - -* 


ro the purity and power of Religion in 
Church, or to a true pious Government in | 
the Common wealth ? he that will not ſerve 
God in his own Houſe, will not be a true Ser- |} 
Yane. 7 
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vant of God in the houſe of the Lord, ror in 
the Common wealth, let us view well Zo/euat?s 
ſpecch and pradtice, oſs. 24. 15. and What 
Daevidaith, Pſal. 101.2. - 

The third Particular followeth, and that is 
a negle of private Chriſtian Meetings. 

1. As thoſe ſct and ſolemn Meetings for 
Confercnce about the great things of God, 
and to pray together, and ſometimes adding 
Faſting and Prayer, 

'2. Or thoſe occaſional Mectings of Chris 
ftians, taking opportunities as they have oc- 
caſtons ore with another, to converſe about 
cheir Soul curicerns. I 

And the neglett of theſe is cither 1: Total 
there are {cme who have wholly forſaken 


'  *» theſe Aſſembling of themſelves together: or 


2. 18 they told up ſome ſet Meetings ; yet as 
tothole intimate Diſcourſes, by laying toge- 
ther their Obſervations of the times, and 0- 
. ther Soul-concerns, as thoſe Jewels ſpoken of 

- ne F441.3.16, from theſe they are Strangers, 
'and will give no heart-encouragement to 
-other Chriſtians to eome near to them, with 

. intimate Conference about perſonal and par- 
-- zFicular Experiences of the Lords dealing with 


..--: them; and theſe know not what it meancth 
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. tO come into that broken-hearted way of ac- 
eta atttn a 


CF | 
knowſegging one to another, their temprati2 
S & ons ſnares, and Soul-hazards, and that which 
Ly is called by the Apoftle a confeffing of Fauits 
| I one to athother,and a praying one for another, 
_——_E_ 

But the ſpecialty likewiſe we intend in this,” 
is to ſhew how far theſe negletts do argue de- 
clenfions. = *y 
| I. LThefe hegle& a principal means of pra- 
.. | tical communion of Chriftizns, that wherein 
*j much of thelife of it doth conſift, for pra. 
"| &ical Chriſtian Communien cannot principal- 
My ly conſiſt in Apellations, and Titles, nor in 
_ | meeting together at a Sacrament z but in 
| caring one for another, as memb<ers of the 
ſame body, 1 Cor. 12. 25- bearing ohe ano- 
thers Burdens, Gal. 6.2, communicating one 
to another of ſpiritual gifts, Rew. 1, 11, 12. 
but thoſe ſolemn Chriftian Meetings or occa« 
ſional intimate Diſcourſes, whereby Chriſtians 
are intimately acquainted with one anothers 
Burdens, and Soul-concerns ; theſe ledd into 
the life of praical communion, and where 
theſe Chriftian Meetings fail,their communiots 
yaniſheth into Names, Titles, or ſome very, 
powerleſs forms of communion, _ 
2, Theſe do give place to many dangerous 
Temptations and + Math for whijc uy 
w_ 9. 'e 
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live as Strangers from the Souls one of ano? 
ther, or any ſuch intimate Chriſtian Confe- 
rences, the Lempteris at hand upon the leaſt 
occaſion, to come in with vncharitable ſugge- 
tions, and to imploy any evil ln'-rumenc to | 
ſow ſeeds of diſcord amorgſt Chriſtians, 2 
Cor. 12420. and when theſe come to the i ords | 
Supper, the Goſpel Paſſcover, if they be not ; 
paſt feeling, they will find it too hard for them | 
 tocatwith the unleavened Bread of Sinccrity, 
11 Coy.5.8, with that true Goſpel ſpiri of | 
unity as becometh thoſe who eat of the ſame 
ſpiritual Bread, 1 Cor. 10.16. yea its uſually 
ſeen ( through the Lords juſt jadgement) that 
thoſe who arc become Strangers from 
Chriſtian Mectings, or the hearty way of the 
Management of them, that they arc left to 
too much familiarity with 'other Companions 
to the reproach of their Profeffion, and harm 
to their own Souls, and at laſt the wrath of 
God comes ard finds them in feHowſhip with 
Children of Diſobedicnce in fome works of 
darkneſs, which they oughtto have reproved, 
£pb.5.T 1. 

' The next Conſideration follows : 

Queſt. How Apoſtafie doth ſhew it ſelf in the | 
neolett of publick worſip? © 
The Anſwer is, In neglect cither of thoſe 
Y 7 
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Ordinances which all are commanded to at* 
tend, as publick Prayer, and hearing the 
Word of God Preached, and particularly of 
San&ifying the Sabbath; Or a negl: & of thoſe © 
Ordinances which do properly belprp to 
thoſe in Church Relatign, and particularly in 
neglect of the Lords Supper and Church Dif. 
Cipline, Ds 

1. Aneglett of thoſe publick Ordinances 
Which all are commanded to attend, as pub- 
lick Praycr, and hearing the Word preached, 
and this negleCt is cither, 

1. Upon ſome unneceſſary occaſions, not: 
works of Mercy, as 4/at.12,13- but from an 
unwillingneſs to break throvg any conlicera- 
ble difficulty, or to be at coſt about publick 
Worſhip. not as David, who would rot. offer 
that to the Lord which coſt nothing. 2 Sams 


24s 24. 


2. Or not careſul to cume ſeaſonably to 
the publick Worſhip, as before the fir it Pray- 
cr,or entrance be made into the publick Wore 
ſhip; in theſe they are carcleſs, not as thoſe. 
in Nebemiab's time, who were ſcaſonably 
ready, and waited for the publick Worſhip of 
God, MNeb.s8. 1. WEE 

z. Orattcnding upon the Ordinances in 2 
ſlighty and flcepy manner, not offcring their 

hs C Z Bovics. 
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Bodies'as a living Sacrifice, Rom, 12,7; | 
4. Haftening away upon unneceſſary occa* 


ſions before the laſt Prayer be ended, or be- | 


fore the Bleſſing be diſpenſed, nut as thoſe 


who went not away before the Name of the | 
Lord was put upon them, in a way of blcſſiig | 
by the Lords Meſſenger, Numb. 6. 26, 27. | 
More particularly this negle& doth ſhew it. 
ſelf and Apoſtaſic therein, ip the negl: & of. 


Sandifying the Sabbath; and that is either, 
1. In neglecting to prepare for the Sab- 


bath by a timely breaking off from worldly | 


Occaſions, but do run onto the very time of 
the beginnirs of the Sabbath, to thac in 4%eir 
Worldly concerns, their foot Reppe:ih into 
the time of the Sabbath, orſonigh to it that 
they cannot prepare for boly time, and the 
Doties of the ſame ſo ſuddenly, 1/ai. 58.13. 

2.. Or in the time of the Sabbath, a negleRt 
to SanQtific the Holy time, having forgot to 
prattice that which is fo plainly declared : Call 
the Sabbath a Celight, the holy of the Lord, 
and*hohourable, and ſhalt honour him, not 
doing thine own wayes, not finUing thine own 
- Pleaſure, not 

Iſai.Fs. L3» : 

3. As ſoon as the Sabbath is ended, thoſe 

who do fall into yain and unprofitable diſcout- 
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(21) : 
ſes, which at all times are ſinfal, Zpbeſ. 5. 4* 
but in a Sabbath Evening 2re the'Soul-robbing 
temptations, by which Satan does bereave 
them of all the good they have ſeen or heard 
of God in the ho'y Day, or are running into 
their woridiy Diſcourſes, as if they were glad 
the Sabbath were ended, Ames 8.5. 

But let us hkew'ſc in this conſider how far 
=_ negle&s do argue a declenfion from Re- 
igion. 

1. Theſe who do negleR the publick Wor- 
ſhip, and. particularly the Sabbath, do fall 
ſhort of that Rei1giouſ-eſs which many Hy- 
pocrites and meer Formalifts do attain, for 
the'c in the publick Worſhip of God, will.be- 
have themſelves as the Lords People are wont 
to do, Ezth,33.31,32. HAany bave the form 
of Religion and not the power,2Tim. 3.5» Many 
have the letter of Worſhip and not the Spirit, 
Rom.2.28, but thoſe who have not the form, 
the letter, and external part of worſhip are 
far off from the power, the ſpirit and*inwar@ 
worſhipping of God. | 

2. Theſe do by their pradice ſay, that the 
worſhip of God is a burcen, and an abhorring 
to them, their loathneſs t@ come to the pub- 
lick Worſhip, their wearifome Behaviour in 
the time of it, and their haſtening fromitdo 
ed reſifie 
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teſtifie to their faces, that the Sabbath, and 
| the Word of the Lord is a burden to them, : 
and theſe area bui den to the Lord, ard he| 
thccatens to forget them, to forſake them, and | 
to caſt them out of his preſence, 7er. 23. 39, 
40. & 17, 27. theſe by.their works do ſay, 
their Soul; have abhorred God, and the 
Lord he faith, he hath abhorred them, and | 
that he will not fecd them; but that which 
cieth let ic dic, and let the reſt cat the ficſh 
one of another, Zecb, 11,8,09. 

The ſccond follows, and that is the negle& | 
of thoſe Ordinances which do properly bc- 
long to thoſe in Church Relation. 

1. Ancple@ of preparing for, and of com- 
ing to take hold of the Covenant, Iſai.58.4.5 
not as thoſe whoſe faces are Zion ward, and 
weeping they will go to ſeek the Lord, and 
J>yn themſelves in a perpetual Covenant ne- 
ver to be forgotten, er. 50. 444. but thoſe 
who tuen thcir backs upon the viſible Cove- | 
nant, and the adminiſtrations of it, do by 
their pradtice diſown God, and ſay, the true | 
God is not their God ; for how can God be 
their Go, but by Covenant: and what is the 
| urch Covenant, but an Adminiſtration of. | 

e Covenant of Grace : and that Soul who 
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Riſe turn away from the Covenant, by negle- 
Ring to prepare for it, or take hold of it, +is a 
ringer trom the Covenant, and liverh with- 
out God, Eph.2.12. and if by his Parentage 
and Birth, he is in viſible Covenant, and when 
grown up, yet docth neglect to look aſter it, 
or take hold. of it, he doth by his praQtife 
deſpiſe his Birth-rightz, and the time may 
come when be may ſeek for a Bleſſing with 
rears, and yet find no_ place of Repentance, 
Heb.12.16,17. _ OP 

2-Or thoſe who negle& the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper, and can content themſelves to 
be Baptized, or to have their Children Bapti- 
zed, but arc infenſible of the need of the Lords 
Supper, that great Seal of Communion witl 
Chritt and his Church, 1 Co0r.16. 16,17. OP 
that haftening to this great Ordinance without 
due and that worthy preparation in the way 
of ſcl-examinatiqn, and diſcerning the Lords 
body, 4nd theſe ao eat and arink their own dam- 
vation, 1 Cor-11.29. and if the Church dothx 


admit thoſe to the Lords Table who' are viſi- * 


bly unworthy, they will provoke the Lord a- : 
oainſt them, as the Church at Corinth didg ? 
that for this cauſe many amongſt them were 
weak, and many ſickly, and ſome. were taken 
away by death, 1 Core11,30c - RW 
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3; Or thoſe who in their Church Relation 
dolive in the neglet of Church Diſcipline, 
thatis, they give offence but will not give ſa- 
tisfaQtion, Hat.5-23. or they will rake offence 
but not manage it according to Chrifts Order, 
"Mat.18, 15. Lev. 19. 19. and whatever their 
goodly words are, yet they are but as a Hind 
Ict looſe; Ger. 49- 21, and their works ſay, 
they will not have Chriſt to rule over them 
and t}'e quarrel the Lord hath againſt theſe & 

theal.:rementioned, is that which is called the 
quarrel cf his Coverant, Lev.26.25. a moſt 
fearful quarrel. And to conclude this Dif-, 


courſe, we may conſider, 

' 1. Somedo deſpiſe the Covenant in the 
adminiftrations of it, or by their pra&ice pro- 
feſs, that the Covenant is not worthy of their 
care, labour and coft,and it:may be drep ſome 
ſcoff or mocking expreſſion, but will not ſeek 
the Lord in the way of his Covenant. theſe arc 
iathe high way to that unpardonable in againft 
the Holy Ghoft, of counting the blood of the 
Covenant an unhboly thing, and of doing de- 
ſpiteto the ſpirit of Grace, Heb. 10.2728. 

2, Semehave viſibly taken hold of the Co® 
yenant but do live in the breach of ir, 
Pſal.78. 37, 38. & 5O. 16, 17. and the Lord 
faith, what haft thougo do to take my Cove- 
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nant into thy mouth, ſecing thou hateft in? 
truftions , and caſteſt my words behind 
thee, And the quarrel the Lotd hath againk 
a People or particular perſons, whether it be 
for deſpiling his Covenant or breach of Coye- 
nant cycr implieth. 
| I. Theſc are guilty of ſinning againſt the 
oreateſt love, for the love of God in conde, 
{cending to enter into Covenant with a ſinner, 
is the higheſt a& of love, and to deſpiſe this 
Coyenaitt or the things of it, or live in the 
breach of it, is to ſpit reproach and contempt 
in the moſt beautiful face of divine Love; do 
you thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh People 
and unwiſe, Dext. 32.6. 

2, Theſe fin againſt the only Remedy. What 
cure and relief can there be for ſinners but. 
from Chrift, and how doth Chriſt relieve bug 
in the way of his Covenant, in the admini- 
tration of it: how can thoſe eſcape who 
negle& this great Salvation? Heb. 2, 3. and 
hence follows the greateſt puniſhment for the 
quarrel of the Covenant, Amos 3. 3, You I, 
hate known of all the Families of the Earth, 
and you | will puniſh, when the inquiry is made 
{| when they ſee what plagues & ſickneſſes come 
| upon the Land, wherefore hath the Lord done 
| Ffus to this Land? and the Anſyer is, becauſe 
cncy 
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they have forſaken the Covenant of the Lord 
God of their Fathers, Dent. 29.23, 2 4, 25. 
and thus we ſee how Apoſtaſie doth ſhew it 
ſelf in the degrees of it. 

1, How gradual it is: Firf, A growing 
cold in ſecret Duties, then remifs and formal 
in Family duties, and at length ſlighty and 
cold in communion with Saints, in private and 
publick Ordinances, and at laſt twice dead 
and pulled up by the roots, 74e 12. they were 
dead as to a principle of ſpiritual life, as all 
arc by nature, and they are dead as to the life 
and zeal of viſible Profeffion which they fome- 
gimes had. | 

2. As theſe declenſions are gradual,ſo they 
| ti on upon an Apoſtatizing people infen- 

ibly, at firft ſomewhat afraid and ftartled, but 
by a cuſtomary declenſion grow inſenſible of 
the danper, and ſo ready to heal theinſclyes 
with lazy deſires, and pretended good mean- 
mgs, and formal covenantings, until at laſt 
they areleft.toa good opinion of their ſtate, 
, that they ſay, Wherein ſhall they return ? as if 
they were not convinced; although from the 
dayes of their Fathers, they had gone away 
| from the Ordinances of the Lord and not. kept 
them in that purity and power, as they werc 
left totheraby their Fathers, 24/,3,7, Jer,8. 
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Tn the next place follows the conſideration 
of the bitter truits of Apeſtaſic, as they are 
ſpecificd in the adyertiſement of our Rulers3 
and for the clearing the particulars, let us 
eſpecially obſerye how it comes to paſs that a 
Pcopleliving under the means of Grace are 
left to thoſe abominations : and the Queſtion. 
in the firſt place is, 

How it comes to paſs that ſome living unatr 
the means of prace are left to groſs Ignorance ov 
abuſe of their light and knowledge ? 

Anſ. Becauſe ſome under the means of 
Grace have reje&ecd the knowledge of God, 
and therefore arc left to groſs ignorance, or 
rot loving truth as truth, and therefore are 
left to abulc theirlight and knowledpe to their 
deftrudtion. * | 

1. Some have rej:&ed knowledge, that its. 
become the 6bjc of their hatred, as if in- 
ſtruction was not worthy of their love, andif; 
they be reproved, they do deſpiſe reproof,and 
the reprover, and will not obey the voice of- 
their Teachers, Prov. 5. 12,13. the reading 


g00d Buoks, the Writing and Repeating of # ? 


Strmons, the Schools ot Learning, the con- 


verling with the wile; and all good means of *” 4 


knowledge in their hearts they deſpiſe, Prov. 
1-22, How long ye fivople ones wilt je love fim- 
To Ret 33 oo ee 
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plicity, aud ſcorners delight in ſcorning, and fools 
bate knowledge, Prov. 1.22. 

2. The puniſhment npon theſe followeth, 
therefore they arc leſt to a ſottiſh ignorance, 
they have not ſo much light as ſhall keep them 
from ſottiſh and bruitiſh ignorance, er, 4.22. 
they are ſottiſh Children, they have no under- 
tanding, 7er.5-4, ſurely they are poor and 
foolifh, they know not the way of the Lord, | 
and the judgement of their God, they bave 
rejected the knowledge of God, and are theres il cret 
fore left to the darkneſs of groſs Ignorance. mor 

A ſecond ſort are thoſe upon whoſe Con- © ehei 
ſciences the light bath ſhined, but have nat ||| tod 
loved truth as truth, theſe heve knowledge 
and will be ſearching and proving excellent 
things, and having a torm of knowledge, may 
| be guids to the blind, and hold forth light to 
thoſe who arein darkneſs, Rows..2, 18, 19, 20. 

and theſe love to live under an able Miniſtry, 
and will uphold Schools of Leaaning, and be 
in the uſe of all means of knowledge, but yet 
| .neverdid receive the love of the truth, 2 Thef. 
#F i 2.10. the truth it ſelf, and the true knowledge the 
| of it, was never the ultimate and principal ob- 
4 Jc@of theirlove, but only a medaate objcR, 
that by means of their light and knowledge, 
they fer vp advance and ſerve ſome Idol in | rig 
| their | wi 
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their hearts, but do not like to retian to God 
in knowledge as its the knowledge of God, 
Rom. 1.28, 

2. The puniſhment upon theſe is, therefore 
they are left to abuſe their light and know- 
ledpe to their deſtruQion, either to pride and 
vain glory, their knowledge hath puffed them 
up, 1 Cor.$.1, or they are by means of their 
I light become the more ſubtile to deviſe co- 

erts for (in, and the more flyc in 0,,poſing ſc- 
cretly the life and power of Godlineſs, the 
more crafty to deccive others and to cheat 
their own Souls, the more wife to do evil: but 
to do good they have no knowledge and are 
blinded at laft with ſelf conceitednefs, and ſay 
the Law of the Lord is with them, bat they 
have rejefed the Word of the Lord, and what 
wiſdome is in them. er.8.8,9. 

- TI, Some truths of greateſt concernment to 
them they ſhall not ſee, but groap for light at 
noon day as if it were night, Dene.28.29, Iſai. 

9.10, 

2. Thoſe Truths which they do fee, yet 
they ſhall be left to miſapply, pervert, and 
wreſt to their deſtruction, AF. 1 3. 10, It. 
2 Pitt.3.16. 

3. Thofe Truths which they do apply 
rightly, yct their hearts ſhall not be affected 
with them, and nor be reformed by themybut 
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to them, it ſhall be as if they knew nothing; 
1ſai.6.8, 9. theſe have ofien perverted their 
underſtanding and abuſed their knowledge, 
and cheir underſtanding and knowledge ſhall 

pervert and miſlead them, 7/4747. 10. 
The ſecond follows concerning Prophanes 
neſs : the Yanrſtion is, 
How it comes to paſs that ſome undey the means 
of Gyace are givtn up to Prophanentſs ! _ 
The Anſwer is, Becauſe Tome under the 
means of Grace have rejc&cd ſaving Grace 
in the Goſpel, and therefore the Lord with- 
Craws common reſtraining Grace from them, 
and they becoine prophane, 
1. Some are prophanc, although they live 
under the means of Grace, theſe will not ſhew 
a civil reſpe& to Religion and that good man- 
ners waich civility will teach; their words 
are {corr.ful and mocking, abuſing the Holy 
Scriptures in a jeſting and deriding manner, 
like thoſe Scoffers who ſaid, where is the pro- 
miſe of his coming? 2 Pet. 3, 3, 4. theſe 
area peſt and a moſt dangerous infcQion in 
ſocieties, by their cyil commOnication do cor- 
rupt good manners, ICor.15.3 3. their Coun- 


renance, Geſtures and Lives do declare them 


to be like. a mocking 1/>al, or prophanc 
Elan, H1o.1z415,16: look aligently leſt any 
- may 


(32) 
man fail of the Grace 'of God leſt there be 
any Fornicator or Prophane Perſon as 
E (an. 

2, Theſe have rejeQted ſaving-Grace in the 
Goſpel, the God of all Grace by the means of 
his Grace, the Ordinances, and by the praci- 
ous Examples of the godly, ſeconded by 
ſome affliftins providences, and ſometimes 
with convictions and tctrors of Conſcience 
hath been ftriving with theſe, but they would 
not hearken to his voice, and-would have none 
of him and his ſaving Grace, and therefore 
NF are piven upto their hearts luſts, P/al. 81.115 
12. Wo unto thee, wilt thou not be clean, when 
will it once be, Jer. 13.27. 

3. Hence the Lord hath withdrawn re- 
'E firaining Grace, that thoſe who reje&t ſaving 
= Gracc in the Goſpel, and will not live as be= 
' cometh godly men; the Lord withdraws 
'K common reſtraining Grace from them, that 
they ſhall not live as becometh men, this is the 
reaſon why ſome arc fo lewdly filthy, that in 
'F their filthineſs is lewdneſs, becauſe they would 
| not by ENS and therefore the Lord faith, 
they ſhall not be purged, but the Lords fury 
ſhall reft upon them, Zx-þ.24+13. this is the 
reaſon why ſome under the means of Grace 
are more prophanc than ſume /others who 

enjoy 
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- enjoy no ſach means ro reform them, and 


that they are become more propbane then be-, 


fore they enjoyed the means of Grace; bc« 
cauſe they have provoked the Lord by their 
reſiſtings of the Arivings of the Spirit of 
Gracc, to give them up to moſt horrid and 
belliſh prophanenſs, that as 7/rae/*s abomina- 
tions ſhall exceed the filth of Samaris and 
Soars, Ezck, 16.5 1. and of this bitter fruit of 
Apoftaſie : that Man of God of moſt bleſſed 
memory, Mr: Themas Hooker, was wont fre- 
quently to warn New- England, ſaying, do you 
wonder that ſome in New- E»g/and are leſt to 
ſuch abominations, I tell you that ſome in 
New- Englanawill be given up to preatcr pro» 
phaneneſs, His Sermons upon P/al. 81.11,12 
and Rom.1.28.do at large ceclare this. 

The third bitter fruit, concerning grofs 
neglects of relative Duties: And the Que- 
tion is, 

Why are ſome under the means of Grace left 
to thoſe palpable neglefls of relative Duties, in 
Family, Church and Common-}wealth ? 

The Av(wer : Becauſe ſome under the 
means of Grace, living in negle& of Duties 


the Lord, its juſt with the Lord to leave them 
to groſs regleas of relative duties one to- 
wards another, I, There 


towards God, and of duties towards others in || 


. 3 
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Co © 
# . There are ſome who though they enjoy 
the means of Grace, yet they live inthe neg-' 
{e& of duties in Relation to the God of Grace; 
he hath profered a holy Marriage Covenant 
to them; and himſelf as- the only. ſuirable 
Match and Husband for the immortal Soul, 
Iſai. 54.5. but they have loved Strangers and 
after them they will go, 7er.. 2. 25. neither; 
will they honour him as a Father, nor fear him 
as their Mafter, but deſpiſe his Name, 4 al. 
1.6, if they call him their God, yet they caft 
6ff the thing that is good, Hoſ.8.2,5. 

2, Hence it follows, theſe never did pers 
form duties in re/ation to others in the Lord, 
for this is the Religious arid true Goſpel band 
ih all Relations z H#a:bands love your Wives, as 
Chriſt loved his Churth, Eph. 5.25. Waves 
ſubmit your ſelves to your Husþanas, as is fit is 
the Lord, Col. 3. 18. Children obey your Pas; 
rents in the Lord, Ephel. 6. 1: Servants obty 
your Maſters in ſingleniſs of heart, fearing the 
Lord, Col.3.22. But thoſe who do not conſci- 
entiouſly attend duties in Relation to the 


Lord, do fcel no ſueh Religious band upon 


their hearts and Conſciences 1n relation to os 


thers, but ad only as moved. by ſome natural ' 


or moral Principles which arc too weak to re- 
iſt the violence of temptatians and diſtempers; 
D z Iherg: 
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''3; Therefore its juſt with the Lord to leave 
theſe tofome notorious negledts of r: lative 
duties one to another ; if the Husband be a 
man'of Belial, he is likewiſe a N abal, and tol- 
ly is wich him, 1 Sam-25.25. and will beh.ve 
bimfelf fooliſhly or bitterly againſt the Wite of 
| his Boſoime,, Colo/-3.19. If the Wife doeth 
not fabject to her Husband in the Lord, as the 
Church is ſubje& to Chriſt, ſhe will bc lefe to 
aft the part' of a Zipporat, in a reproachtul 
manner to her Husband, Epheſ, 5 24. Exod, 
4.25. If Parents, and Heads of Families do 
neglect obedience unto, ard to att in imitati- 

onof the Heavenly Father, and live as it they 

had no Mafter in Heaven, Ephe/. 6.9, they will 
be left either by their raſh paffions to provoke 
unto wrath, Epheſ. 6.9. and to diſcourage 
thoſe under their Government, Col. 3.2 1, or 
they will-by an unadvifed indulgence neglea 
* zo bring theirs up in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord, Ep4.6.4. but let them live 
like the wild Aſs in the Wildercefs, ſnuffing up 
che Wind, 7er. 2. 24 and if Children arc 
notiin ſubjection to the Father of Spirits, they 
will not behave themlclyes reverently to the 
.* Fathers of their fleſh, Heb.12.9. 208 do not 
ſear God theancient of dayes, and they will 
dchave themſelves proudly againſt the Aged, 
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the baſe againft the Honourable, 1/as. 3:57 ; 
 Thelike may be ſaid of nepledt of dutici 
2 W ina Plantation, Church and Common: wealth- 
ol- © Rclacions, if Rulers Civil or Eccleſiaftick do 
ve MW not rule aQually in the fear of God, 2 Saw. 
of 23.3. they will either tolerate intolerab! e dif- 
«thi orders and not care for thofe thir gs, A#. 13, 
he © 17. or theywill lade Men with burders grievous 
toil to be born, but they themſelyes will not touch 
tul MW the burden, Luk. 11-46. and will turn Judge 
04, tacnt to Wormwood, Amos. 5.7... 
co And if a people do nor ſubjeR to Rulers 
ati-W for the [ore fake, they will either pervert 
ey | Orders, and wreſt Laws to the bringing in of 
vill | Diſorder,and ſet up corrupt Rulers, thoſe of 
ke © whom the Lord ſaith, he knew them not, Hof 
geſt 8.3. andlike People at laft like Pricft, Hoſ:! 
or | 4.9. or they will deſpiſe Dotninions, Jud 3; 
cal and behave themſelves as Thorns that the man ' 
ni-E chat ſhall touch them, muſt be fenced withi 
ive iron, 2 Saw.23.6. 
The third bitter fruit of Apoſtaſ c is Con 
arc El gentiouſnefs. 
Q. How i: Contentiouſneſs « bitter frivit of, 
Apoſtaſie ? 

Anſ. Becauſe thoſe whe have turned froms 
the right way of truc peace with God, an 


their own Conſciences are given vp to thoſe 
"> WS cots 
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contentious Principles and Practices, which 
ſhall break their peace with others. 
t. There is the right way of true peace I 7; 
with God, and with our own Conſciences Ml 
namely to abhor cvery known ſin, to deny £ or 
our ſelyes, to mortifie Pride, Envy, Aypocri- an 
ie, and all ſelf- humoring Lufts, 7aw..4. 1, and 
in this right way of- peace to take hold of 
the frength of God, 1/4. 27. 4. Luk- 
1.79. 

| 2. Thoſe who turn from this right way of 
true peacc with God, are given up to Conten- 
tiouſneſs, the things of their peace are hiddef 
from their eyes, Zak. 19.42. there is no judg- 
ment in their goings, they have made to ihem- 
{elves crooked paths, and they ſhall not know 
peace, 7/ai.59.3, 1. Thoſe who ftrive againſt th 
their Maker, and ſet Briars and Thoins in 6, 
Battel againft God, 7/ai.24.4. its no wonder wi 
if the beft of them be as a Briar, and the moſt th 
upright of them be as a Thorn-hedge, Mich, NW ' ye 


2. Thoſe who will not deny themſelves fox © cc 
| the ſake of true peace with God and their own j| fit 
Conſciences, let it not ſeem ſtrange if they will | o! 
not deny themſelves to pleaſe others in that U 7+ 
which is good, and would bc to cdification, 
= 7 | 
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3; Theſewho have vexcd the Holy Spirit 
of God, by their Rebellion or Unfaithſulneſs, 


1/4s. 63.10, they will grieve others by their | . | 


giving offence, or raſhly taking up of offences, 
or contentious manner of managing offences, 
and will make diviſions, Row, 16, x7. 

. 4. Thoſe who never had the ſenſe of the 
{weetneſs of true peace with God and their 
Conſciences, cannot in a right Goſpel ſenſe be 
kind and tenCer-hearted, ready to forgive as 
God for Chriſts ſake forgiveth, Eph. 4. 32. 
Theſe have broken the ſtaff of beauty; and the 
aff of Bands and Brother-hood ſhall like- 
wiſe be broken, Z:ch.1 1.10, I4, 4 

5. Thoſe who have been wontcd to flattet! 
their own Souls with a falſe peace, and to heal. 
the hurts of their Conſciences ſlightly, 7er; 
6.14. and would not endure the faithful 
wounds of a Friend, by ſearching reproofs; 


theſe will ſpeak peaceably to a neighbour, and _ 


yet their hearts lie in wait, er. 9. 8. the con- 
cluſion of this is, that fire of Diviſions which 
conſumeth their peace with Neigbuurs did 
firſt begin in the fire of Gods wrath, becauſe 
of ſome grievous provocation againſt God, 


7udg.9.20,21. 1ſai.4.21, 


The fourth bitter Fruit is Senſuality. 
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Qu: How 14 Styſuality 4 bittey fruit of A: 
petaf be? 

Anſ. Becauſe thoſe who have deſ piſed the 
things of the Spirit of God, the only vbje&ts of 
* Spiritual ſenſes, are given up to' plcaſe their 
ſenſual Luſts by Objetts ſuitable to the carnal 
ſcnſcs. 

I. There are the things of the Spirit of 
God, thoſe Graces of the Spirit in and by the 


means of Grace communicated; Love, Peace, 


Joy, Long- ſuffering, Gent'eneſs, Goodnels, 
Faith, Meek els, Tempe: ance, Gal. 5. 22, 23. 
and cheſe afe the Objects of the ſpiritua! {en- 
ſes: to err what ho Spirit faith, is only by a 
ſpiritual! ſenſe of hearing; Rev.2.7. toſee the 


\_, things of the Spirit, is only by a ſpiritual tcnſe 


of ſee ng, 1C0or,2.14. andtotaſt tte thirgs 
of the Spirit is requiſite a ſpiritual ſenſe of 
 tafting, P/al, 34 8, Heb.y 

2. Bur thoſe who ws, delp iſed the things 
of the Spirit are given up to their ſenſual 
lufts, theſe arc {er:ſual and have not the fpirir, 
ade 19. they have taken more pleaſure to 
hear a vain ſons or the noife of a Fiddle, then 
- £0 hear the blefled ſound of Exmanxe/'s voice, 

Pſal. 89.15. they take more delight to behold 
vanity then to fee the beauty of the Lord in 
his Houlc, P/a/,27. 4. theſe take more pleaſure 
[0 
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to pleaſe their appetite with meat and drink, 
and to conrent 0ther ſcniual lufts, then to feed 
ppon the fleth, anddrink che blood of the Son 
of God, 7obn 6.56. and the feaſt of fat things, 
and wine of the Lees, and thoſe Goſpel Cainties 
are deſpiſed, 7/a3.25. 6. 
3. Hence they arc given up to fſenfual 
Luſts. 
1. Sometimes to exceſſive Drinking, Eph. 
. $.18, and ſometimes to laſciviouſnets, Eph, 
4.19. | 

2. They commonly do walk at the utmoſt 
bounds of liberty, and abuſe their Libertics 
unto carnal libertiniſm, and ſenſual licentioul=, 
neſs, Gal.5.13. 

3. Take theſe at their beſt, the ſayour they 
have of the Goſpel and of ſome common gilts 
of the Spirit, is no better than @ ſayour of 
Death uito Death, 2 Cor. 2+ 16. for they fa- 
vour the things of the ficſh as more pleatant 
then the things of the ſpirit,and love pleaſures 
more than God, 2 Tim,3,4. and do only ſ4-, } 
your thoſe common pifts of the ſpirit which _ » 
they can receive and abuſe unto cainal ard in- | 
ferior purpoſes and ends, | 

4. And Hence itis that ſ:me do expend 
more upon their ſenſual luſts, than to uphold 
the work of Chriſt in Church and Common- 
D4 . wealth, 


wwea!:h, and are more in debt annually in the 
Ordinary keepers Book for ſtrong Drink, than 
in the Town & Countrey Rate,itheſc have pre- 
-pared their Corn, iheir Flax, and their Woot 
-For their ſenfual luſts, as ſometimes they did 
for Baal, H:ſ-2.8,9. and the Lord threatens 
£0 take away hcir Corn, and Flax, &c. in the 
ſcaſon of them. | 
The fifth bitter Fruit of Apoſtaſic is 
Pride, | 
Queſt. How is Priate a bitte» Fruit of Apo- 
ftafie? | 
- Mnf. Becauſe thoſe who will not ſeek the 
Praiſe which is of God by a humble walking, 
arc given up to ſeek the praiſe which is of men 
Þy lifting up themſelves by ſome vain glorious | tir 
means. up 
x. We ought to ſeek the praiſc whichis of | do 
God, Rom. 2.28, 29. and this by a humble m; 
walking, which 1s alwayes in eyety ſtate good, I or 


Lick-6.8: WI Fa 
2. Thoſe who will not ſeck the praiſe which 

- i5of God, are given up'to ſeck the praile all 
which is of men; for they love the praiſe | 
which is of men more than the praife which } Qt 
isof God, 7obs 12.43, and this tteir ambiti- th 
on doth ſheyw it (elf in liſting up themſelves by Ec 
tome vain-glorious means, in which we may a! 
—_— > 
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- 7 Theſliſting up: 1. Inreſpe& of Inſs3 = 
xiors, conzemnivg them, Zxk. 18.9. and ſomes 
times oppreſling them, abnſing of power and. 
oreatneſs to the wronging of Inferionrs, as 
great Fiſhes:devour the lefler, Hab, 1,13; 14+ 
but their Pride will not ſuffer them to *conde- 
ſcend to thoſe who are of low degree, Ron;, 
12.16. exceptit be Ab/alom like, to humble 
s$ | chemſclycs at a turn, that they may exalt 

themſelves. 
' 2+ Inreſpet of Equals, aſpiring aſter a 

firſtneſs and honour above thoſe unto whom ' 
BE honour is due cqual with themiclues, but 
| thoſe who are firſt ſhall be laſt, IZar. 20.16. 
' 3, In re{pe@ of Supecriors; Pride ſome- 
times is not aſhamed to ſhew it (elf, in lifting 
up the Proud above a Superior ; yea, to caſt 
down a Supcriour, that by his fall the Proud 
may exalt himſelf, 1/ai.3.5- this is like Ab/a: 
low*s lifting himſelf up above, and againſt his 
Father. ' 

2+ The means by which the Proud do ufu- 

ally lift up themſelves, are vain-glorious. 
' 1. Inaſpiring after ſome priviledge: above 
gthers, ſome ſreedome frum a burden, that: 
they may be caſed, and let others be burden- 
ed, 2 Cor.$, 1314-affe&ing ſome precedency 
and preheminence above others, when no 
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Feaſon can be given for it, but only they ha? 
ying a high conceit of ſome fuppoſed worch 
in themſclycs, and therefore love the prehe- 
minence, Jobs 3.8. but if they ſought the 
praiſe which is of God, by a humble walking, 
this would teach them in lowline(s of mind to 
ſcrve God, and to eſtecm others better chan 
themſelves, Phil. 2.3. 

2. A ſecond yain-glorious means by which 

the proud doth lift up himſelf, is ſome fign or 
 badpgeof honour. 
7. SomeTitle of Honour which hath a ve 
 Cypleaſant ſound in an ambitious ear, to be 
called Maſter, or to have ſome chief place in 
places of Meetings, otherwiſe he doth not fit 
cabic, Mat.2 3.6, 10. Many inſtances may be 
givento (Few how Price the firft born of the 
Devil is fruitful, but the jettings, and vaunt- 
ings of Pride in many in their ApParel! is ſa 
maniſe t, that the humble are grieve to be- 
bold it, and the proud themſelves ire vexel 
with envy, to ſeeſs many equally lifting up 
themſelyes. ; | 

2. That ftrange afſeQation of beng firſt 
and forward, and of teing furtheſt and moſt 
ina new & ſtrange Faſhion, for which the Lord 
threatned to puniſh the Rings Children, 


Zeph.1.8, 
2. An 
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2, An affefting of ſuch Apparel as ſhalſ 
make them ſcem to be of* a higher rank than 
they are, ſo that no diftinftion of the ranks 
and degrees can be diſcerned by their Apparel; 
none between Rich and Poor, Ruler and Subs 
jets, Mafter and Servant, Miſtrilfs and Bard: 
maid ; theſe by ther Apparel do ſhew that 
parity is pleaſing to their Pride. 

3. Theſeſpend ſo much upon Apparel that 
either they waſt their Eſtate, or lic in Dehy, 
or pinch their Bellies of necefſaricy that they 
migtt adora and.deck themſclves with che ors 
naments of Pride, ; 
But the reafon of the ventings of Pride in 
theſc and in many other wayes, is becauſe 
theſe have nor a high cfteem of Humility, as 


the precious cloathing, 1 Pet. 5. 5. and of a 7 


meek and quiet Spirit, as more worth than 
Cloth of Gold, 1 Pet. 3.3,4. but they have 
deſpiſed the humble walker, and calied the 
proud happy, al. 3. 15. and therefore 
though they have often heard of the evil of - 
this fin, and Known ſomething of the fearful 
events of it upon ſome, yet Be/azzar-like are 
hardened in their Pride, Dan. 5. 22+ their 
pride hath top'd their cars that they will noe .. 
bear,and ſhut their eyes that they will not ſce, 
and although their dangerous Clippings nnd 
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Stumblings upon the dark Mountains, whife 
they wander in their@ride, are manifeſt , yet 
they will haſten towards the top of the moun- 
tain until they be caft down head-long,, and 
leave others to mourn in ſecret places for 
their, pride, becauſe they will not hear, fer, 
J3-16,17. | 
The fixth bitter fruit of Apoſtaſie, 
Qu, How is Unrighteonſneſs a bitter fruit of alt 
Apoſtaſie? ey( 
* Anf, Becauſe thoſe who have defpiſed the © 9. 
erue riches, and cſtcemed gain to be godlineſs, I fig 
are thereforeleft to ſeck worldly Wealth by 
unrighteous Means. ha 
x. There \s the true riehes, Chriſt the || ch! 
Pearl of price, at. 13-46. the graces of his | W 
Spirit, to be rich in Faith, 7am. 2.5. a meck de 
nd a quiet Spirit of great price, 1 Pee, 3.4: I th 
and wiſdom more precious than the Rubies, 
Prov, 3.15: to lay up treaſure in Heaven, | $0 
'Hat.6,20., by a true godly converſation: for | 31! 
]adlineſs with contentment is great pain, £ ©q 
1 Tow, 6.6. OO h T" 
2, But the unrighteous have deſpiſed. | 0a 
the true Riches, they are not rich towards 
God, Luk, 12.21. and gain is their Godlineſs, | $: 
* 1 Tim.6, they will have and hold ſuch, and h; 
{0 much of Godlineſs, as may be ſerviceable ' | © 
| £0 
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to or conſiſtent with their worldly gain; and 
behave themſelves as Demas who bad forſaken 
Pax, and loved this preſent World, 2 Tims 
4-10. 
3, Hence it is that theſe are left to ſeek 
Worldly wealth by unrightcous means , they 
will be rich, and if they cannot compaſs it by 
juſt means, they will gct it by unjuſt means, 
although at the end they arc befooled to their 
everlaſting confuſign, er. 17, 11. 1 7. 6. 
0. But the reaſon why they are left to Un- 
righteouſneſs, is their love to money, which 
is the root of all evil, 1 7:im.6.10, and they 
having undervalued and deſpiſed the true ri- 
ches, ate given up to overvalue and - idolize 
Worldly wealth; and hence followeth ſuch 
deceit, a ſelling truth for gain, and lying to 
the Holy Ghoſt, A#.5.3: 

1. In Bargainings : firiving to defraud and 
50 beyond another, 1 Thiſ.4.6, and to deviſe 
all cunning eyaſions to winde away from the 
equal {copeof a Bargain, and will not per- 
form it faithfully, without unjuſt yexing and 


damnifying another. P/a/.15.2,4. 


2. In Wares; Merchandize and Trading,a 
gaining what they can poſſibly, as if Juſtice 
had ſet them no bounds, but to gain what they 
can is their profeſſed juſtice and their gain 
Wy STEER JUILTy "RY is 
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i$ their godlineſs, 1 7im. 6. $7 _ _ :; 
3. In Wages; impoveriſhinghim who hi- 
reth, anc their great Celign'in taking work by | 
the great ( as they call it ) is that they may re-}Þ| all 
ceivc more Wapes than their 1:bour is worth; I tas 
but their Money is put into a Bag with holes, 
Haggar 1.6, _ f 
4- In Treſp:ffiogs; they are not conſcien- 
tioully carcſul to prevent damages, and whett 
they Krow they have damnified a Neighbour, 
yet if thev can they will hide it, and what they 
cannot hid2, yet they will not freely and fully 
make fatista&ion, fo that their Neighbour can 
net dwell ſafety by them, Prov, 3.29. 
's. inDebts; they will engage that which 
they know they cannot perform in an ordinary 
way, ard when they have promifed, they are 
not conſcientiouſly careful to perform their 
promiſe accoxding to the true and equal ſcope 
of it, and that which is due, Prov, 3. 2/7» 28. 
but all theſe and many other unrighteous pra- 
&ices do proceed through the Lords juft 
judgment, from a bcirg empty and 
void of (incere Loye to God, and thoſe moſt 
richand precious things of God, and there- 
fore are given up to an immoderate and in: 
ordinate love of deccivable Riches, and there- 
fore are left to hold the truth in unrightcoul:, 
——————__— 
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r6ſs, and tobe filled with all untightcouſnets} 
Kom, 18.28,29, 

And what is the horrible event of this and 

all the former vices and bitter fruits of Apa» 
"__ 
Anſ, Becauſe of theſe vile Examples, the 
Heathen do Blaſpheme the Name of our God, 
and are hardened in their Heatheniſh abomi- 
nations, 

1, When the Heathen do behold thoſe who 
do profeſs to know God, and yct do live in 
pre; —_ eneſs » ſcnluality , contentiouſneſs , 
pride, unrightcouſneſs, therefore they blaf- 
pheme the Name of God, Row.2-24, what- 
ever our words be concerning God, and our 
Religion; but the Heathen will judge & ſpeak 
6f our Religion, and the things of our God 
according as they ſee our works are, 
- 2, Hence the Heatheri grow hardened 
their heatheniſh abominations, and are ready 
to think and fay, they do well to run into all 
manner of prophanenefſs, ſceing they behold 
ſuch vile examples in thoſe who do 6h to 
know the true and great God, and ctffecially 
they grow hardened, and abound in that lin 
6 Drunkeaneſs, ſecing for the ſake of lucre 

many will (ell them firong drink: 
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are puilty of this, doth teſtifie againſt them) 

22. That they are far off from endeavouring. 
by good works to convince and convert the 
Heathen, ſeeitig for the ſake of world'y gain, 
they will feed their Luſts to. the ruine of the 
wealth, heal:h, and Souls of Reathen, 1 Pex, 
2,11,12, Theſe are Taverns and Ofdinary- 
keepers for Heathens luſts; þ 

2, Theſclove their gain more than their: 
Neighbours, or their own ſafety, ſeeing they 
cannot but know, that many Outrages, yea® 
ſome Murthers have been committed by 
Drunken Indians in their Drunken poſture; 
and ſometimes in the Families of thoſe who 
bave fold them ſtrong Drink: or at leaſt the 
hazard is great. | 

7» Thete love worldly gain more than God 
«* their own Souls happineſs, for if they had I an 

ve to- God and to their own Souls good; Il to 
they would practically intend the (glory of fl re 
| God inall they do, and pive no occaſion of of- gi 
fence to ew or Gentile, nor to the Church of | fin 
_ God, 1 Cor.10.31,32- but if theſe who thus U nc 
practiſe had any uſe of their Conſciences, as | th 

a witneſs or judge, their conſciences would | fo 

tell them; that whjle they ſell Krong Drink to | .g 

thoſe whom they know will abuſe it co Drun- |. & 
kengeſs, and in this, a& contrary to to the 
ES ee RE 
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ſ.aiy of the Common-wealth, founded npon 
moral and religious Principles, and yet inthis 
to intend Gods glory, is as far off from the 
hearc-intention of theſe Heathen Tavyerners, 
and as contrary to their praftice, as Heaven 
and Hel are contrary one to tte other. | 
'þ And how juſt it is with the Lord that the 
\ Heathen ſhould be the rod of his anger to 
ir puniſh theſe crying aborminations, The ſel- 
y ling of Amunition was for many years prohi- 
25 | bited, but ſome for gain would fecretly fell 
y | Guns, &c. tothe Heathen, and at laft prg- 
ef vailed to inake the Law of the Commoſt- 


o | wealth of none cffe&,; and ſince that time -»M 


e | New-England knows by woful experience the 

. 8 difference between fighting with /naians arm< 
d | ed with Guns, and thoſe who bad'only Bowes 
dF and Arrows: But the ſelling of Arong Drink * 
|| to the Indians hath by firidt Laws frequently, .--. ? 
df revived been prohibited, and yet how incorris 
f- | gibly ſome do procced is very manifeſt, and 
of | fince the Wars, more abounding: And will 
Ss | not the-Lord avenge himſelf of theſe for. 
s | their Provocations, and provoke them with # 
d | fooliſh Nation, Dezt, 32, 21. If our Rulers 
o | grow weary of puniſhing this horrible pra« 
i- |  Ctice, the Lord God of Gods will begin to ** 
ce | puniſh ig after another manner, and make theſe  } 
4 da Ea T7 
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who are guilty,to know that it is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God, 
when his time is come to take vengeance for 
the deſpiſing of Moral Laws, and the ftrivings 
" of his Spirit of Grace, Heb, 10.31, 32. 

Thus of Apoftaſie conſidered in the Nas 
turc, Degrees, and bitter Fruits of the ſame, 
but before we come to the concluſion of theſe 
Diſcourſes ; let us conlider, 

'. 2, Howit doth appear that the judgements 
come #pou New-England, are becauſe of the fint 

# New-England, and not for probation or any 
other canſe. | 

Anſw, Becauſe New-England found 
guilty of thoſe very ſins, for which the judge- 
ments come upon them, are threatned by the 
Word of God: and therefore we muſt confeſs 
that what God hath ſpoken againſt us by his 
Holy Word, he hath inflited upon us by his 
Tiphteous hand. 

And for the Clearing of this, let us con- 
- fider : 

I, That the jadgements come npon New- 
England, are thoſe which are threatned by the 
Word of God, are manifeſt to all. Who knows 
- 'N0t the mortal ſickneſſes, the withering bla- 
\ Rings, the Drought and the Sword to avenge 
the quarrelofthe Covenant thueatnedin Zev. 
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the-26, the 23, of \Dexteronome? and in many 
other places of Scripture, and none can be 
ignorant, that the Lord hath by his rightcous 
hand executed theſe threatnings upon us, un- 
leſs it be.thoſe who are more ſenſcleſs, then 
the Stork, the Turtle and the Swallow, who 
khow their appointed times, and ;obſerve the 
time of their coming, but wy People ſaith the 
os know not the judgmins of the * Loyd, 

er.$.7. | 

2. That theſe judgeriients are come upon 
New-England, for the fins of New- England 
will appear if we conſider negatively, 

1. That theſe judgements are come not for 
probation only, nor pritcipally, for God is 
not wont to infl;& publick judgements upon a 
people for trial, although he doth ſometimes 
ſend afflition upon an upright Feb foy trial 
chiefly, and when afRi&ion cometh for proba 
tion and trial principally it will appear upon 
eXamitiation, that the perſon afflicted is found 
walking in his uprightneſs before God, 7ob r. 
$,12, andin the night of afiidtion, there ſhall 
be nothing fourid apairift this afflicted Saint 
but that which is conſiſtent with uprightneſs, 
Pſal.17.3. but who is able to make this Ce + 
ſence for New- England, as to the generality 
of them, and as for thoſe who are called the 
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upright, what their innoceney is, and what 
their guilt is; this will appear in that which is 
in the place of it, ſpoken concerning the di- 
vers manners and ſorts of guilt, 

2. Neither did New- Eng/and in the tine 
of the Wars, ſuffer as witneſſes for rig hteout 
neſs ſake, although ſo far as the Antichriſtian 
Malice of ſome might be ftirri-g up .and 
workingin and with the rage of the Heathen, 
and might by. the proevocations of New En 
gland againſt the Lord, tike occaſiin to perie-Ml fel 
cute that of Chriſt and the Chriftian Rel:;gion, ſl yy; 
which yet remainec in the Churches 6f Chriſt o( 
in the Wilderneſs, in this reſpe& Meat came 
out of the Eater to the godly of the Land, Wl ar 
and they might ſay as th:t.holy Martyr Brad: 
foraſaid, It is not the condemnation of Brad-fWl p 
Ford ſimply intended by the Adverſary, but 
Chriſt and Truth, and #radford is nothirg but , 
an inſtrument in which Chriſt ard Truth 5M 7 
condemned and perſccut:d by the Adverſary;l © 
and 1n this reſpeC& che Lord faith, ard hath 
and will do for his People, as ſoinetimes hel { 
{aid by the Prophet, Zech. 1. 15. 1 am very 
fore aiſpleaſed with the Heathen, for 1 war a | 
Gttle diſpleaſed, aad they, belped forward ther | - 
_ «ffliZion : Bur yet our ſins. muſt be confeſſed} { 
$0 be the Traitors, which gave the opports- | 

nity 
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pity into the hands of oifr Enemies apainſt us, 
and the Lord faid of us; as ſometimes of 
that People, 1/4i,-42,24. ho gave Facob to 
the (pail, and Iſrail ts the Robbery, did not the 
Lora, bt againſt whom we have ſinned? 

In the next place Affirmatively, concerning 
the cauſes of the Jucgezments apon New-En+ 
gland , that MN, W.England is found guilty 
of tho'e very ſins mentioned in the writing 
of our Rulers, and that theſe arc rhe cauſes 
of thoſe judgements, will be made moſt mani- 
feſt, if we Conſider the divers marners and 
wayes by which a People are invyolyed in 
Suilt, | 

T. Sume arc puilty by a&tual Commiſſion, 
and that ISz 

I, Either openly after the manner of the 
PrOphane ſort, whoſe Countenance doth wit- 
neſs againſt them, and they declare their ſin 
as Sodom, they hide it not, wo untotheir Soul, 
1/ai.z.g. "ELTS 

2. Or ſecretly, and ſometimes God dot 
inflict publick Judgements upon a People for 
lecret (ins, and that is, 

1, When they are ſuch fins as are not 1n 
the nature and kind of themſecret, bur as they 
are by the tranſgrefſor bound vp,and hiden by 
lome deceiving Excuſes, and tallacious pre- 27 
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rences, Hef. 13: 12. and the ignorance theſe 
Pretend is wilful, and they are condemned by 
the Lord for willing ignorance, 2 Per.3.5. 

2, Or ſuch ſecret fins as. go before th 
'qpen figs, and the others do follow them, ar 
together do provoke the Lord, 2 King.17.9. 
and cannot behjd, 1 Tim. 5. 25. both theſe 
apenly or ſecretly are guilty of provocations 
by aQual Commiſſion, 

2, Some are guilty by way of approbation, 
by conſenting, P/al.50. 18. or countenancing, 
and thus febo/aphar?s love unto, and helping 
of ungodly Ahab, did provoke the Lord to 
wrath againſthim, 2 Chroz. 19.2. 

3, Someare guilty by way of toleration, 
and thus Solomon did provoke the Lord to 
wrath by his tolerating of the Idolatry of his 
Wives, 1 King.11.4- | 

4. Some are guilty by their omifſion and 
neplef of means. 

1. To preyent the provocations, and thus 
tome able Expoſitors have thought that in this 


vere blamed by the Lord himſelf, for taking 
the accurſed thirg, even that which was ta- 
ken by Achas, Jolh;7.11. 


2. Ora neglet of means to reform the 
provocations committed; 2nd thus Zh's 
| neglect 
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neglett of a throuph reforming, and remo- 
ving the abominations-of his Sons, did pro- 
voke the Lord to wrath againſt him and his 
houſe, 1 Sam.2.22,23. | 
_ Many in New- England are guilty of pro- 
voking fins by a&tual Commiſſion, and theſe 
kindle the fire, and are Fire brands in the 
hand of Gods wrath , and ſome by approba- 
tion do blow up the fire, and are as the bel+ 
lows to make the fire of Gods wrath burn : 
and ſome by toleration, do in their prattiſe 
ſay, Let the fire burn, will do nothing to quench 
It, and at laſt fome come, who with their 
luke- warmnefs, and cold pra@ices, are but as 
a diſh of water dropping upon a great and 
vehement flame, but doth nothing effeually 
ro-extinguiſh the fire of wrath kindled and 
flaming by zeafon of provoking fins,” the Lord 
guid every one of ys by his Spirit to conſider, 
and in a ſelf-examining manner to ſee and lay, 
What have I done to provoke the Lord ?er.8. 
Jy, 0s 

But as to fat, the provocations of New- 
England are proved by many witneſſes. 

1+ The witneſs of the Miniftry, eſpecially 
vpon moſt ſolemn eccaſtons in the moſt pub- 
lick aſſembly, have as watchmen warned us of 
the Loxds controverſie agairft New- England, 
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and of the evil comingupon them, Zzek. 33: 
7. and this warning was given not only fince 
the Wars, but before that evil day come, 

\\.2, | Witneſs that great Hand-writing of our 
RuleFfpubliſte] by their order in the Con- 

' Erepations of this Colony in a day of Faſting 
& Prayec in that calamitous year, 1675. andll to 
many Writings and Orcers fince that, calling IU he 
for a renewed Confeſſion of thoſe crying a- I lit 
dominations ſpecified in that Writing and cx- © no 
plained in our ſormer Diſcourſe. Pa 
3. Witneſs the ſighing of thoſe whom the ſÞ w 
Lord hath marked in our Zenſalem, becauſe il te 
they do affli and vex their, righteous Souls 
for the provocations they ſee or hear of, iſ fc 
Ext#h 9.4. | 
4. Witneſs the ſclf condemnation, the ge- 
nerality of Profeflors have received within 
themſelves, and do frequently at- this day ex- 
Preſs it one to another ( ſaying) we and our 
poſterity are an undone people, if more be 
Not cone for Reſormation, then yet is done, 
yea, who can {ay and prove it, that there hath 
been any conſiderable reformation wrought in 
any one matter of weight, aſter all that the 
Lord hath ſpoken and Gone againſt us : 

But to conclude this Diſcourſe, let us Rate 

gne Queſtion mores —( © | 


( 57) 


Qu. Mhat are the Reaſons why the work 
of Ketormation doth not proceed, bnt is hindye 
after theſe ſolewn Advertiſements by our godly 
Rulers, and after all the awful warninrs from the 
Loras uplifted hana ? 

Anſf. Becauſe ſome do not ſee what ought 
to be reformed, ſome who ſee, but have no 
heart to this work; ſome who have a heart, bug 
little ſtrength; ſome who have ſtrength, but do 
not agree to carry on together exery ore his 
part,or they ſpend their labonr upon a people 
who are urder the power of Judicial impeni- 
tency. 

1. Some do not ſce what ouphe to be re- 
formed, and thoſe are eicher, 

1. Not convinced ot a neceſſity of refor- 
- & mition, but behave themſelves as tlicſe did 
1 | when Godly Hezrchiab, zealous for Reforma- 
- FF tion, ſent forth his Edi by the hand of his 
Cfticers to command the Pe»ple to return to 
| the Lord, but ſome Ceticel the Meſſengers, 
nevertheleſs ſome humbled themſelves, and” 
the Lord gave them one heart to de according 
to the Commandment of the King and Princes 
rclpetiog Reformation, 2 Chroy. 30» 10y 
I 1, 12, the time haſteneth, when the bands of 
Mockers ſhall be made ſtrong, goo {irong for 
them to break, /aj, 28,22, 
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(55) 
'. 2, Or theſe who do not ſee what ought to 
be reformed, do fix upon ſome leſſer matters 
of the Law, Sid ſpend the Rrength of their 
zeal in reforming thole lefſcr matters of the 
Law, bot do ſuffer the more weighty matters 
of Jadgement, Mercy and Faith to lye unre- 
formed, «Mat. 23.23. and all theſe poor 
blinded Souls are ready to ſay as thofe who 
were reprovel] for wearying the Lord, for 
robbing of God, and were commanded to 
return to the Lord, with a promiſe that the 
Lord would turn towards them ; but tbey ſaid 
wherein have we wearied thee, or robbed 
thee? and whercin ſhall we return? al.3, 
7,8. theſe do not ſce what eughrt to be re- 
formed, but theſe ſhall ſee whether they will 
or na, Cither to their Converſion or their Con. 
fuſion, 1(ai. 26,11. 

2. Some who ſee a need of Reformation. 
but they have no heart to this work, and thefe 
are heartleſs cither, 

1. Becauſe the work of Reformation will 
reach the Idols of their hearts, Zzch. 14. 3. 
and it may be {aid of theſe as of them, 2 Chro. 
28.10. arc there not with you, even with you 
fins againſt the Lordyour God ? and theſe not 
being willing to be cleanſed from the Idols of 
their own hearts, they are not hearty in wn 
vie 


ufc of the means of Reformation;but'Rathel- 
like, they deviſe ſhameful excuſes to prevent 
the ſearch and diſcovery of their Idols, Gew- 


31.34, 35» 


2. Or they have no heart becauſe of the 


difficulties of the work of Reformation, as 
in Nehemiahb's time, ſome were ſcared with 
affrighting apprebenſions of- ſeeming impoſ- 
ſbilities for them to carry on fo'preat a work, 
Nebem, 4.10. but what will theſe' heartleſs 
Souls do? howcan their heart endure ? and 


hands be firong in that day when the 
Lord ſhall pour out of his fury upon them ?.. - 
becauſe they had no heart tothe work of Re- 
formation, Ez#k.22,14.. and then muft flee 
like a cy Dove withour heart into the Net 
and Snare of DeftruQion, Ho/;7.1 1,12: 

2. Some who have a heart to the work of 
Reformation, but haye little Rtrengrth, thar 
is, 


+ I. Little outward ftrength of Abilities, 
and opportunity; altheugh (through the 
Grace of God) they have a ſufficiency of 
trength to reform their own hearts and lives, 
and their own families; and though they 
have bur little irength, they have kept the 
Word of God, and not denied his Name, 


Reyz3.8, 
2. Al: 
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2. A'thovgh theſe do lay to heart the ſing 
of the times, and their behayiour in Cloſets 
Communioawith God, and in their Families, 
and their converſe and converſation before all 
doth teftific for them, that they have a heart 
to.Reformation, but they have not the power 
in thetr hands to do any conſiderable matter 
in the publick Reformation, and for the remo® 
ving the abominations in the midſt of eraſa- 
lem; and theſe are the Lords marked ones, 
Exth.g-4. ſealed Servants of God, Rev.7. 3: 
and though they cannot deliver others, yet 
the Lord will deliver them, Zzek.14.14. 

4. Some who have ſtrength, but do not as 
.gree to.carry on together the work of Refqr- 
mation. - | fy 

x. Its taken for granted of any who have 
but any common Notions of reforming work, 
that Reformation cannot conſiſt in complain- 
ing againſt others, and yet Co the ſame our 
ſelves; w/bo art thou O an who judgeſs ano- 
they and condemneſt thy ſelf, Row..2,.1..ncr. in 
complaining againſt our ſclves, that we pine 
away in our fins, and yet do-not turn unto the 
Lurd, Ez#b.33.10,11, how can we then live? 
nor in publiſhing Laws, and profeſſed 'Cove- 
nantings for Reformation, and yet after all 
theſe we go onin our Ireſpaſſes, will not the 
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Lord be angry until he hath conſumed us 
Ezra 9.14. 

2. But publick Reformation muft be carri- 
ed on principally by thoſe who are in publick , 
p'ace; the Rulers of the Common-wealtlh 
holding and handling the Sword of Juſtice 
impirtially. and brightly, to the terror of 
evil doers, Rom. 13.3. executing judgement 1n 
the Gates, and ſecking truth, Fer. 5. 1, And 
the Miniſiers of 'the Lords Houſe managing 
the two edged Sword of the Spirit, Heb.4- 12. 
both in Doctrine and Diſcipline, making and” 
keeping the Giflerence clear between the clean 
and the urfelean, the Holy and the Prophane 
Exck.44.23: andthen the People ready to 
erengthen the hands of their Rulers as: he 


5 faid to Ezra, T his matter belongs to you, "ariſe 
= 414 40 it, and we are with yo, Ezra 10:4. F 
p 3. But if every orie dv not praQtically a? | 
. grec to carry on according to their places 
l and power, their part, the whole work of 
Reformation will be obſtructed in ſome dex 


oree 0r other, 
If thoſe who are in chicf place, and have 
the gteateſt Power, ſhall leave the greateſt 
Burden of the work upon the; ſhoulders of 
thoſe who are in inferiour places, and power, 
theſe will fink underthe burden'or miſcarry in 
ia 


the exerciſc of their power, and the work fall 
to the ground: but whatever the care and 
courage, faithfulneſs and zeal of chicf Rulers 

, may be, yet if Inferiour Officers be not: Men 
of approved wiſdom and integriry, Laws will 
net be executed, and the Oathes of civil Offi- 
cers will be violatedz aud becauſe of thiſe 
Oathes the Land mourneth, Hoſ. 42,3, for no 
publick Reformation can proceed, 

5. Or whatever the care and pains may be 
of Reformers in faithfulneſs to God, and to 
his People, yet when they ſpend their Labour 
upon a People who are under the power cof 
Judicial impenitency : . 

1. Their labour will be in vain at preſent 
as to the work of Reformation, if that peor 
ple had 22/5 to be their Ruler, yet they will 
be tiff necked, and be corrupting themſelyes, 

_ and one another, ard be. an unreformed and 
unreſorming People, againſt whom the Lord 
had Sworn in his wrath they ſhould never cn- 
ter into his reſt, N«mb, 14.30, And if 7/ſaiab 
were the Miniſter to a People urder judicial 
impcnirency, they may bear but ſhall not un- 
derfſtand, they may ſee but ſhall not perceive 
and not be converted, 1/ai.6.10. 

'2, And: yet this is ſometimes the heavy 
work et They Buters, FOI99s - Wpovr in; thy? 
LA a7 


(63) =Y 
all B fire, and (pend themſelves, and be ſpent until © 
nd ff at laft the Bellows arc burnt, and Lead con» * 
rs | ſumed, and a melting in vain, the Wicked are 
cn © not taken away; the Lord. in juſt judgment 
ill W hath ſaid, they ſhall bc reprobate ſilver,” er. 
n- = 6-29, 30. for after the moſt reforming means, 
/e i they will not be reformed, but will treſpaſs 
more and more, and yet grow into a fclf- con- 
ccited and felf{-juftilying way : and the juſt 
and holy One of J/rac! ſaying againſt theſe, 
he that is unjuſt, let him be unjsſt ſtil, and be 
that is filthy let hims be filthy fi4, and he that u8 
righteous let him be righteous ſtill, and he that is 
boly let him be holy ſtill , and behold (faith the 
t 8 Lord) 7 come quickly, and my reward 5s with 
« i 226, to giveevery man according as bis work ſhalt 
| i be, Rev.22.11,12. 
| 


3. And yet the harder the work of Refor- 
mers1is, and they found faithful in it, though 
labuuring with a People under a judicial 1m- 
penitency, and it is invain as to that people : 
but yet their work proveth the more accepta- 
ble to God, and they ſhall be the more glo- 
rious in the cycs of the Lord, 1/ai. 49+ 45. 
2 Cor. 12, 15+ and thoſe Rulers are in the way 

to {ee peace and truth in their dayes, as Hexe- 
\Aigh, 7oab, and other godly Rulers had-this 
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work was amongſt a People judicially Cecline: 
ing and running to ruine: yet ſceing theſe 
Kings Ruled with God, and were faihiul to, 
his Saints, the Lord gave tlem Peace and 
Truth in their dayes, 2 King. 20. 19«and 
22.20. | 
4.-Ard although ſuch godly. Rulers by 
their irterceding with God, and faithful la- 
bouring ta reform a revolting people may 
preſerve thein from ruine in their time 3 but 
yer if they be a people whoſe Rebellion and 
Aiff neck is manif:ft while yer their godly Ru- 
Irs ar” wichthem, Dear. 31+ 27. it 1s not all 
That ih:ir Rulers can do will. preſerve them 
at pr<tent 'rom many fearful Judgements 3 as 
tote which were inflicted upon the 1/»acliter 
in the Wildercefs, although Afoſes was with 
them, P/al.106.23. Pſal.73-34,38- and when 
the time is come that the Lord findeth none to 
make vpthe Hedge, and to land up in the 
Gap betore the Lord for the Land, rvex wil 
the Lord pony out of his Indignation npon then, 
and conſume thrm with the fire of his wrath, and 
Yecompence their own way upos their heads, ſaith 
the Lord Gcd, Ezek.22. 30,31, | 
--But O that we did hcarken unto the Lords ]. 
*that he might not give us up to. our Hgat Y* 
*Evſts, to walkin our own Counſcls, 
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Would ſoon ſubdue our Enemies, and turn his % 
hand againft our Advyerſiries; - but our time 
ſhould endure for ever, and he would feed us. 
nd Frith the fineſt of the Wheat, Pſal. 31.11,12; 
and 13,14,15,10» | 

But O that we did fear and flee thefe ſpiriz. 
tual judgements more than any ether Judge4 
K ments ; for Jeſus hath faid, For judgement I 
1m come into this world, that they which ſee” 
not, might ſee, and they. which ſee may be 
made blind: if ye were blind, ye ſhuuld have 
no fin, but now ye ſay wee ſec, therfore your 
lin remaineth, 7ohz. 0. 3940. | 
And Oh that we could wreftle and 2gonize by 
a ſpirit of prayer, thatthis Goſpel-vengeance 
may not be poured out upon otir fouls and 
the ſouls of our children! crying carneftly 
to the Lord for his zeale, bis Rirength, the: 
to F ſounding of his bowels, O Lord why haft 
nc thou madeus to err from thy wayes, and 
hardned our heart from thy fear ; the people 
of thy holineſs have "olſelſed it but a little 
while, 1/45, 63; 15,16,19,18, | 
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THE ; 
COVENANT 
Which was Solemnly Renewed by the Church 


in Norwich is ConneQicut Colony in 
New-England, arch 22. 1675. 


T* this Calamitous Year I 675, the Year of 
7acobs trouble in che Wild: rneſs, in whickx 
the Lord doth ſcourge New: England by the 
Outrage of the Heathen; a Year never to be 
lorgotten, 
And we who ate in Church ſtate, being cal- * 
led by our Pious Rulers, with other Congre- 
Sations in this Colony, and in Confeience ot - 
our duty moved to ſeek the Lord by Fafting 
and Prayer: and having confidcred the Par-: 
ticulars contained in the Wricing ſent from 
our Rulers to the ſeveral Churches in this Co- 
8 lony, and'which we ought to keep in Record 
' BJ. for ſucceeding Gererations, in which'they do 
#1 advertiſe us of thoſe fins, for which the fierce 
——— . 
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Norwich Covenant? 
” wrath of the Holy one of 1/-ar/ is ponred 
'0:t upon New-Exgland, firſt by Blaftings of 
the Fruits of the Earth, but in this year by 
cutting off the Lives of many by the Sword, 
and laying waſt ſome Plantations, and threat= 
ning ruine to the whole. 
\ Although ro wonderment we have been) 
hitherto preſerved in the midſt ofthe Heathen, 
ea, ſomewhat by means of ſome Heathen ; 
ut we ſceling in this day of the Lords fearch- 
ins our era/alew as with a Candle, we cannot 
clear our ſelves (though through Grace ) 
both we, and ours have been preſcrved from 
thoſe many groſs atts of Prophaneneſs, and 
Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, and {uch like 
Scandals ſpecified in that Writing, and do de- 
fire hambly to be thankful for ſome progreſs 
of Converting Work in ſome of the riſing 
> Gencration'among-us: Bur while we do be- 
hold many unconverted Souls in this deſtroy- 
” Ing. ycar, and the fame fins working in us the 
. cauſes of them, as in others; and a great I y: 
degree of dangerous neglects of that which I th 
ought to be for the preyention of Apcſtaſie, | p 
and that the departings of the Glory of God 
from a People are by little and little, and nor. 
eotal at.once: We do ſee cauſe to judge ard. 
e>{t down our ſelves at the Faotiio ol | tha 
or 
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Norwich Covinant; | 
Lord, being covered with ſhame. Ari fecin 2 
true” Repentance goth not end only in confets ? ©? 
ſion, bur is reſtleſs ſor Reformation, and ſfa- 
lemn Covenanting with our Gad is a means 
( through his Grace ) in order to Reforma= 
tizn, as we find in the tenth of Zz»a, and o- 
ther Holy Scriptures ar.d pious Rxamples: We 
do therefore this Day Solemnly- Coyenant to 
Endeavour uprightly by dgependance upon 
the Grace of God in Chrift Jeſus our only Sa- 
viour. 

 Firft, That our Children ſhall be broughe- 
up in the Admonition of the Lord, as in our 
Families, ſo in publick; that all the-Males* 
who are eight or nine years of age, ſhall be 
preſcnted before-the Lord in his Congregation 
every Lords Day to be Cate-hiſed, until they 
be about thirteen years in ape. 
_ Secondly, T hat thoſe who are about thir- 
'- "i tecnycars inage, both Males and Females, 
© I ſhall irequent the Meeting appeinted in pri- 
vate for their inſtruQion,” and to accuſtome + 
them timely to the-exerciſe of Church Diſci- 
pline, and theſe to continue belonging to this - 
Meeting, ſo long as they abide uncer Family 
Governmetrit of Parents or others, or until® 
they ace come tothe enjoyment of full-Com- -} 
munign with che Church. | 
A Thirdly, 


+ 


s  - Norwich Covinan; 
-” Thirdly; That thoſe who are grown vp, ſa 
” 5 that they arc inthat reſped, leſt to be at 
| gheir own diſpoſe, ſhall be required to take 
" Holdof the Covenant of their Fathers hold- 
ng forth qualifications ſuicable to chat ſolemn 
duty, or at leait zbat they told forth a conſci- 
Encious endeavour in the uſe of means to 
prepare for the {ame3 and if they be negli- 
gent they ſhall be admoniſhed of their ſinz and 
af. obRnate, they ſhall be- cut off from the 
| Conprepation of the Lord by that Dreadful 
| .Qrdinance of Excommunication. - 
| *- Fourthly, Whercas the indulgence of Pas 
rents in bearing with the evil Behaviours of 
their Children, their diſobedience, unmanner» 
-- Ty geſtures, prodigality, and vain and unfeem» 
> Ly Faſhions, or other things not becoming 
thoſe who are given to the Lord, is tvo manij- 
feft, and we are prone thruugh ſear or favour, 
= Or not obſccyaice to negle& admoniſhing 
- Fuch, the Church doth appoint ſome Brethren 
fo take notice of ſuch Children, and timely, 
weckly, wiſely, and faithfully to admoniſh 
them, and their Parents, as the matter ſhall 
-. Feqaire, and-if private means doth not pre- 
Vail, then to manage the complaint orderly in 
other ſteps. 
Fifthly, Whereas the Sacrament of the 
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Lords Supper, the Seal of. Communiqn} ought * 
041e1to be celebrated; for the prevention. of 
ncgie&, we do determine ( God granting -} 
opportunity ) that we will -be io the vleof that. ] 
Crdinance once in everyhix Weeks, .:; _ .. 

$ixthly, Whereas it is too often ſeen; that 
many through fear, or {ayour, or ſenſe of in» 
ability, do; behave them(ſ-Ives to tf eir Bres 
thren, as if thcy vere not concerned in-that 
2 eit Duty of, Admoniſhing their Brothge 
tor oficniive behaviours, urſeſs it be in caſes 
og ;hemſcives ſuffer wrong, and 


- 


whcrein | 
h. nce !oyeVecayeth , and cffinces abound} 
an.; Cirits Government, in works denied > 
We dd. fol. nnlv pr: miſe, that we will in any 


w {- rebuke, ai d 7 tuffcr fin to reſt upon our . + 


Bro:h:r, but ccal faithfuly according to 
Chriſt: Orccr. 

And ſeeing we feel by woful Experience 
how pr..ne we are ſoon to forge! the works of 
the Lord, and our own Vows; We do agree 
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" and trembling of heart, and-yet 
with hope in the tender mercy, and g00d will 
of him, who dwelt in the buaning Bufh, did 
#hus ſolemnly renew their Covenant with 
God : "And that our Children after us, may 
not provoke the Lord and be caft off as a des 
' genefate Off-ſpring, but may tremble at the 
Commandment of God, and learn to place 
their bope in him, who although he hath gi- 
yen us aCup of Aﬀoniſhment to drink, yet 
wil diſplay his Banner over ty, who fear 


him. 
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id P roving that the Firſt Day : 
nay of the Week is the Chriſtian Sabbath , E 
de: Whetein alſo the Objections of the Anti: 
the Chriſtian $abbatarians of late riſenup _ 
ace in Conneticut Colony are refuted, (, 
gt- : MT pheld 
vet CO I  OOeYY ” 
ea By Mr: "ſt Fitch Paſtor of the Church 

in 


erwich in New- England. 


| P 
— _—_ 


Gal. 410,11, Te obſerve dayes, and moneths, 
and times, and years. 1 am afraid of you, 
left 1bave beſtowed upon you labour in vain. 

| Gal. 5.12, I would they were even cut off which 
trouble you: ; 

Col. 2.1 6,17. Let noman therefore judge you 
in meat, or in drink, or in reſpe# of an holy 
day, or of the New 2400n, ar of the Sabbath- 

N dayes, Which are a ſhadow of things 10 

come, bat the body is of Chriſt. 
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Rpouments Grounded npon the 
Word of God, to prove that the 
Firit Day of the Weck is by Di- 
vine Appointment the Day ſepara- 
ted for Holy Worſhip, and ought co be kept | 
Holy unto the Lord, according to the Rules uf 
Sanftifying the Sabbath, and conſequently the 
Ceſſation of the ſeventh Day Sabbath | in theſg 
Goſpel Dayes. 

And theta Reply to obs Fogers his An) 
ſwers to ſome Queſtions ſent to him from the 
Honourable Governour of Conneficat, ard 
likewiſe an Anſwer to 7chn R. his ſeven Que: 
tions with which he concluded. 


Concerning the Arguments, the Queſtion is 
not now concerning the-Name, whether to be 
called a Chriftian Sabbath, which ſome take 
to be Analogically a reſ:mblance to the 
Jewiſh Sabbath; or whither tv be called the 
Lords Day, which ſome have thought co be a - 

. more 


056.) 
more Goſpel Name. But the Subjec of our 
Diſcourſe at this time, is not concerning the 
Name but the thing, and far be it from me tg 
imagine that I can add any thing to, or do ſq 
well as thofe Worthies, DoRtor Bound, Mr, 
Abbot, Ds, Owen. & Mr. Baxter, Mr. Shepard, 
and others have done in their Learned Ela 
borate Diſcourſes upon this SubjeR, only 1c 
ſhall take ſome Arguments which to me ſecmſiic 
moſt ſuitable to my preſent purpoſe. 

I. The firft is from Rev. 1,10. in which the 
Apoſtle declared, that he was in the Spirit on 
the Loras Day: For the opening of which 
words to make way for the Argument we may 
Conſider : | | 

Firſt, It was ſome particular Day in the 
week, which the Apoſtle calls the Lords Day; 
for his Scope is to notific at what particular 
- time he had the Viſions and Revelations of ſo 
great concernment to all the Churches in all 
Apes to the end of the World,and this he cal- 
lcth the Lords Day: 

Arg. Which was either ſome patticular 
ay, or ſome general name applicable to any 
day of divine Viſion, if ſo then the 
anſwer ſhould be the ſame with the Queſtion, 
and prove and make evident nothing, fer the IN, 
Wl wat dey head theſe ltr VG p 
Ee 
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rj and the Anſwerthen ſhould be in the dayof: 
divine Viſtons, far be it from us to think that 
the Apoſtle guided by the Spirit of Godin 
Fevery word he ſaid, could ſpeak ſuch nonſence: 
Mr, therefore it muſt be underſtood of ſome par- 
4, ticular day inthe week. + 
la 2. Secondly, It was ſome particalar Day 
y IE well known tothe Churches of Chriſt to whom 
<mſlic wrote, by that name of the Lords Day. 

Arg: For it was a Day well known to the 
Churches by the name of the Lords Day, or 
elſe enknown and obſcure, and woutd want an 
ich MExpoſition, far be it likewiſe from us to think 
ay that the Apoſtle. guided by the Spirit of God, 

'Yand having undertaken to make known to the 
Churches in what particular Day he had 
ay; thoſe Divine Revelations, ſhould put an. * 
lar Yobſcure and unknown name upon the Day by 

ſo Ewiich the Churches couid not know what he 
al} Ymeant; therefore it is to be underſtood of a 
a1- particular day well known to the Churches 
ar Y 3+ Thirdly, This particular Day fo well 
ny {known to. the Churches by the name of the 
he Lords Day, was a Day of divine Inſtitution a 
n, Holy Day:. Foy Ir 79 Ip == 
he  g- Forit is called the Lords Day, either 
5 Pecaule it was g day of diving Revelation, to 
ay 
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Day by divine Inſtitution 3 but it was not cal: 
ted the Lords Day, becauſe it was a day of 
divine Fevelation, for as we heard before, this 
would be tofpeak nonſenſe,: and nothing tg 
the Queſtion; therefore it was called the Lords 
Day, becauſe it was ſo by divine Inftitution! 
and {o a Holy Day. 

Takc one Argument more for the clearing 
of this, That which is honoured by the Holy 
Ghoſt in the Apoſtle, with the ſame honou-W, 
rable and holy Title and Name as belongs tg 
the Lords Supper, and other holy Inftituriong 
is holy as theſe are. | 

Arg. Thereaſon is, forif the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhould honour this particular Day with as ſas 
ercd a Name of Hohour, as Oreinances arc, 
- and yetnot be a holy Day, it would be to ho- 
novr it #bove its due, and conſequently £ 
degrade other divine Inſtitutions, but this cans 
not be, but the day ſpoken of hath the ſameNW;. 
honourable title and name, as the Lords Sup; 
per, the Word of the Lord, &c. Fo 
| 4+ That theparticular Day well known to 

the Churches' of Chrift, called by the ſame il 
honourable and boly Title or Name, as the. 
Lords Supper is, and other holy Inftitutiqny' 
was the firft day of the week, In 

And for the Proof of this, let vs — ; 

E] 


agg T9) 
Arguments of all ſorts; inartificzal,' and artÞ 
fciai abuncantly confirmed by the Holy Ser 
ptures, L ght and -Evidenee. 

Firſt, To begin with inartificial Arguments; 
v4, Icf,muny of al) the Churches in all ages, 
from the Apuitles times, until you come nigh 
to our days; take Mr. Baxter's own 
= werds, /r i wnqueſt ionable tro any man verſed 
BN avtigniry, that all the Churches of Chriſt, Greek, 
end Latin, Syrian, Ethiopick, Perfiang and 
Arib ch. caltea the firſt day of rhe week he 
Loras Day : and ſurther heand other Wors 
thies have, anc do give the chalenge urto.aliy 
Yone tv cite out of approved Hiſtories, or irom 


= 4M but onc »ncient Writer, but ore Church, or 


but one Chriſtian. or but one Heretick, -who 
did gainiaychis but of late times, And what 
force there is1n this Argument we may now 
weighit; the Word ot God faith, 'thas tbe 
7 ef imony of two Men is true, John 8.17. this 
Mis granted of all who have but humanity, that 
Fit is legally true, and the. contrary to this- 19 
legally ſalſe, and we may know what: to judge 
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$offible all the Churches Eaſt and Weſt, thoſa 


who had no opportunity-one with anothery]] © 


that theſe could convene or any wayes conſult 
to deceive their poor poſterity with a lic; by 


teling. them that the firſt day of the. week 


had the holy name of the Lords day, and was 
to be kept holy, when if it were falſe : but 
they all ſpake the ſame thing, becauſe the) 
were guided SOOCRI_g to truth; which cam 

fromthe ſame ſpirit of truth, breathing in the 
Apoſtles, 'end guiding the Churches: in the 
primitive time, to declare the fame to theit 
Children, and fo to Childrens Children in-all 
ages, according as It was ſaid in another cafe) 
P/al.78.6,7, and if de. fafFo as they call ity 
concerning the fad, for that: we now ſpeak of! 
(viz, ) that the firft day of the- week ſrom 
the primitive'time, was called the Lords: day 
if Hiſtories be of no uſe to inform ns; or what 


they ſay ought not to be credited, although 


they generally ſpeak the ſame thing asto fad 
what was done, } know not of what uſe they 


; be: bur all the Books and BjRories of the 


Church of Chriſt concerning the. time of the 
ten Perſecutions, and ever ſince, may be.com- 
mitted to the Flames as unworthy of credit ;' 
and ler us never Write and Record any thing' 
more for the benefit of Poſtcrity of this tion : 

| ut 


Bt 


($: ) 
But 1 take it for granted that no ſober thinded 
I Chriftian will agree to this whatever Fohn Rd- 
e geT s his judgment may be. 
And if any dodeſife to ſee more fully how 


' "F it is proved that the firſt day of the week is the 


Y Lords day by the teftimony of the-antient Wri- 
ters; let them read Mr. Sami! Cradock's 
Book Entituled Knowledge and PratFice, and 
Mr. Baxter*s Book, concerning the firff Day 
new of the wteth by Divine Appointment the Loras 
SE Day; in which Books may be ſcen the antient 


cod Writers cited in their ſevetal places afid ages 


from the primitive time to the latter time,” at= . 
oY teſting the firft day of the week to be the 
""S Lords Day. | 


We have at preſent done with the firſt Ar2 


0 "Ygument, as it reſpeRs Teftimony. 


*2, Burlet us proceed to that kind of Argus 
K ment which by the Learnedis called Artificial, 
KY aad argues from the Artifice, Frame and Na- 
Yture of the thing, and muſt neceſſarily be 
Y granted to be the firongeſt way of Reafon- 
ng. ; , 
Arg. The Apoſtle calls the Day as 1t was 
by the Lord made, andas it is, or elſe he did 
miſcal it ; the firſt pare of this disjun& Pros, 
poſition muſt be granted, that the Apoſtle did 
call the Day as itis, as the Lord had _ 
| by — oe .-2 
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. , ofthe Week was made by the Lord above anj 
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for none will Jare to ſay that he miſcalled it, 
unleſs it be- thoſe who have learned co: Blaf 
pheme. The Minor follows, that the firſt day 
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other day of the week to be the Lords Day 
in Goſpel times; and for the Proof of thi 
let us now Conſider : 
rt. Firf, this was the day in which out 
| Lord:roſe, foby 20. i« Luk.24. I 
2." This was the day in which he appeared 
ro the two Diſciples aſter his Reſurre&ion 
teach them, Zxb. 24.13, | 
.  - 4.;, This was the day.in which he -appearet 
to the Apoſtles, and gave them their Commil 
fion, and the Holy Ghoſt to enable them, Luk 
24+33,36- 7obn 20.19920,2 1,22. "AY 
4+ And this was the day he choſe againto a F 
pear, when Thomas was with the, Zobn20. 24 
_ © 5» And this was the day promiſed and pro: 
pheſicd of arid fulfilled as in the former pat 
ticulars.. 
It was the day promifed in P/al. 118.2 
called the day the Lord hath'made : Tpeaking 
By way of -Promiſe aud Prophecie of Chriſts 
Reſurreftion Day, as it is cxprels in th 
words.” | | 
-.. Anpdithat which ſome have mentioned: in 
0, 256643+27, bath likewiſe its vieigiht, 0026 
3 the 
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el the eighth day ſhall be the day Whereinthbis - 
i Offcring ſhall be accepred. 65 ot. 
Avg. Take the Argumerit from hence, ei? : 
ther this was performed litcrally;or typicallyg 3 
"if literally, then the eighth Jay which is our. 3 
fd firſt day of the week, was Honoured aid Sany« 2? 
&ified above the ſeventh day, and thatHy the 
Lords appointment : but thus it was fot be- 
fore the Goſpel times for that would be con- 
traryto Namb.28.9, 10. therefore, it is ooo 
underſtood typically, viz. what Jay-in Golpe 
times the Worſhip of God, ſhall be: accepta+; 
ble; and that is the eight day which is our, 
firftdayof the week © 
And that day of his ReſurreQion was the 
day df ' performing that great promiſc ant 
prophecic, 7 bou art my Son, this day 1 bavie bt Þ 
#otren thee; for thus its expounded by the A © 
poſte,” AB: 13.33. God harh fulfilled the&fame 7 
to us, in that he hath raiſed vp Jeſus again, a& * 
it is written in the ſecond Pſalm, 'T bow art my, © 


A. ; 
LC 
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Sor this day 1 have Megotten thet,,  _ ': . þ 

- For'although Chrift'is the Soh of God fron : 
everlaſting, yet this was the day. in which _ 
was declared to be the Son of Goa'byRe r= 
reaion from the dead, Rim; 1.4. ard the firſt 
day of the week was the very day for the per= .,/ 
formance of this promiſe, Heb. 3.5, as Parens "7 
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doth - more © fully explain it; ; 
And to conclude this, and thouph we ean: 
not expe that thoſe who are under a penal 
blindneſs and deafnels, will either give or take 5d 
reaſon until the Lord ſhall give them an ear to 
hear, and ancye to ſec, and becauſe they ſay 
they ſee their fin remaineth; Fob» 90 41. But 
to help the mind and memory of thoſe who 
arc ſenſible of their weaknefs, but are wil ing 
to hear and ſce: Let us pathicr up briefly 
that which hath been ſaid out of Rev. 1.10. as 
followeth ; | ; | 
The day called the Zowds Day is ſome par- 
ticular day well known to the Churches of: 
Chrift,- otherwiſe it was in vain, and to no! 
purpoſe for thc Apoſtles 'to have ſpoken a. 
word of the Day. | al 
_ And this day called the Lords day was a Holy >” 
Day, otherwiſe it could-not. haye the holy 
name proper unto holy things and holy. 
crime. N b 
'. _ "And that the day called the Lords Day if 
#* thefirſt day of the week, this hath been pro-ll 
©  'Ved both by the Teſtimonies of all Churches 
In all apes, though cavelled againſt by ſome 
|, Iinlate times, yet this their Teſtimony may. 
| well paſs for legal Teſtimony in any Court of I 
|». Jufltce upon Earth, and chey who oppoſe F 
my 
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| moſt be legally condemned for Liars. 

And more.then all this it hath been infallably 
proyed by the Word of God, and his Works, 
that the firſt day of the Week is the very day 
v Which the Lord by his Prophets fpretold he 
would make to be the day in wbich abeve-all 
other dayes we ſhould rejoyce, *P/al. 
118 24. | 


« Formed it by the working of his mighty power 
which he wrought 'in Chriſt Jeſus when he 
- raiſed him from the dead, Eph.1.20, And in 
this very day revealing himſclf to his Diſci- 
Wplcs as the exalted head of his Church. and 
Wecople. And in this very day Commiſſion+ 
'Wivg his Apoſtles, and breathing the Holy 
- YGboſt in the ſame day upon them, to imponer 
1 (end enable themin all things reſpeQing their 
Work as Apoſtles off Chriſt, and particularly 
y the Holy Ghoſt 
{Fctble the firſt day of the Week in all the 


and qur Chriſtian Sabbath : but more of this 
n that which followeth. 


And with his Almighty hand he hath per= 


guiding the Apoftles to. 


hurches of Chrift, as it is the Lords day. 


| And thus that which the Lord hath wrought 
xccording to his Word, may well pa's 'or. 
. Fivine Teſtimony in the Court of Conſc ence, 
| Foot the firſt day of the week is by Divine Þ 
| _ # ul Inſti; 2 
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Inftitution the Lords Day, and oor Chriſtian 
Sabbath, * 

And now let us proceed inthe ſecond place 
to prove chat the firſt day of the week, which 
the 1 br hath made by his, word and works to 
bc the Lords Day and our Chriftian Sabbath, 
was ſcttled by te Apoſtles inall the Churches 
In the primitive time. 

Firſt, By their Dodrine, Secondly, By 
their Prattice, 

7. By their Do&rine, and for the clearing 
'of this, lef us conſider; Heb.4 8 9. 

Where the Apoſtle doth by his Doarine 
inform us of a Reſt which remiaineth to the 
People ef God, and another day of Reſt; and 
to make way for the Argument, let us open 
that Scripture. 

| 1. Firft, he ſpeaks of a Sabbatiſm, ſo the 
Word in the Original is, a Reſt reſembled by 
the ſeventh day Reft, ſpoken of in the third 
gnd fourth verſes, and by the Reſt in the Land 
of Canaan mentioned inthe ſcyenth and eighth 
verſes, 
' 24 This is another Reſt, and therefore ano? 
 therday for this Reſt: thus ins, & o verſes, 
and ſhall at Hap content wy ſelf with Pa- 
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had 
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had reſpef, did ſpeak of another Reſt, and a 
day of Reſt which is neither- the ſeventh day 
Reft. northe Reft in the Lard of Can-ap, but 
ſignified and exemplified by the ore, and ſha- 
dowed out by the other, and the Apoſtſes de- 
monſtraticn of this Do&rine may be expound- 
cd by a d:sjundtive Syllogiſme. 

Arg. Either it is of the firftreſt of God in 
which he ccaſed from the Works of Creation 
or of that reſt in Canaan, or of ſome other 
reſt, and of another day of reft, but not of the 
two former; and therefore. the concluſien of 
the Apoſtle is in the 8th and gth verſes of anv- 
ther Sabbath of reſt, 

3. Thisreſt, and day of reſt ſpoken of by 
the Apeſtle remaineth, ſoit is expreſs in the _ 
words of the 9th verſe, which remaining pro- 
perly, bclongs tothis reſt, intimating by this 
his Doctrine, that.the other reſt, the ſeventh 
day reſt is removed, for the remaining figni- 
ficth the ftability and permanency. of this Go» 
ſpel reft, and the day of that reſt, but the re- 
moving of the thing ſhaken, that thoſe things 


which cannot be ſhaken may remain, Heb.12, © 


27, Thercſt on the ſeventh day, and that 
day of reft was miſerably ſhaken by ihe fin 
and fall of man, which brought the Curſe not 
only upon himſelf and his Poſterity, but upon 

Re the 
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 Lorddid not only threaten to 'deftroy Man, 
but likewiſe to deftroy the Beaſts, the Creep- 
ing things, and the- Fowls of the Air; for 
ſaith the Lord, it repenteth me that I have 
made them, Gen.6.7. *t | 

Tbus was the ſeventh dayes Sabbath which 
was a memorial of Gods refting from, and 
complacency in his works of Creation, ſha» 
ken by Mans in, and Gods curfe upon the 
Creatures becauſe of Man, and the Come 
mandment for the ſanQifying the ſeventh 
dayes Sabbath did remain as a hand-writing 
againſt ſinful and fallen Man, as other Ordr 
nances and Hand-writings did, until Chriſt 
comes and brings.in better Ordinances, and a 
better d:y of reſt which remaineth as the A» 
poſtie by his Do@rrine inftrufteth us. 

4. The Reſt and day of Reſt which remain- 
eth, is tbat into which Chriſt firſt entred, ard 
at length did perſealy poſſeſs, and. into which 
he leadeth his People, but Chriſt entred (into 
bis reſt the firſt day of the week, when he 
role from the dead, and at length he paſſed in- 
£0 the full poſſefiion of the.Manſions and reft- 

ing places, ver, 14. and te that entred into 
his reſt ceaſed from bis Works as God did 
om bibs, vere... 


$5. The 


the works of Creation; and therefore the 


(%) 

5- The remaining of this day of Reſt is 
ſpoken of in the prefent tenſe 3 itis ſaid there- 
fore there remaineth a Reſt, ſo that it is that-. 
which at preſent the people bf God do poſſeſs 
although the perfeRion of it is reſerved for 
them when they ſhall come to the Manſions 
prepared by Chriſt for them, Job. 14.2, 2 Pet. 
1.11. the words being thus opened the Argu- 
ment now follows. 

Arg. Thatif the Pcople of God haye ano® 
ther day of Reft which is not the ſeventh Cay 
reſt, but that which Chriſt doth lead chem in- 
to by his own Example, and by way of com- 
munion with him who entred into his reſt in 
the firſt day of the week, then the firſt day of 
the week is the day of our Goſpel Reſt, and 
of our Chriſtian Sabbath, and conſequently a 
ceſſation of the ſeventh dayes Sabbath ; but 
the proof of all theſe particulars we have in 
the former : and concerning Chriſts entring 
into his Reſt on the firſt day of the "Week, k 

ſhall yet ſpeak more ſully concerning that as 1 
(hall meer with ic in ſome of the Obj: ions of 
fohn Rogers, © | 

In the ſecond place, to proye that the Apo«. 
files by their Dodtrine did ſettle the firſt day 
of the week to be our Chriſtian Sabbath, we ©. 

may ſee in 1 Cor,16, 1,2: 


1. Itſat 
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TT { That which is there:expreſt is by way 
E-. o eccpt and injunction, for«.ſo the Apoſtle 
= faith, hc had given crder conterning the col: 
Ieftion of. the Saints, and therefore not left it 
252 matter of indifferency or liberty, but 
whoſoever did negle& this, did tranfgreſs the 
Apoſtolical precept and order. 

2. ' This order for the colle&ion eor the 
Saints was not only ſent to the Churches at 
Corinth, bur to the. Churches at Galatia, fo 
that it. was an order and injuntion common 
to the Churches: 

3. The order didnot only reſpect the col: 
lec&ion it felf, but the time and day of it, that 
* ypon thefirſt day of the week, let every one 
- © lay by him in fore, as God hath proſpered 
"> him: ſoitis expreſs in the 24, verſe, now the 
Argument follows. 

Arg. The firſt day of the week was either 
a common and indifferent day; or a holy day, 
che'day of the Chriſtian Sabbath, but no com- 
mon 4 indi ticrent day ; ſor bow could the 
» Apolile byhis ij union and order, make it 

- , recefſary | for the Churches to atrend this 
work of mercy,. colle&ion for the Saints on 
the firſt day of the week, if it was but a com- 
-mon day, and thus eſteem one. common day 
above another.contrary to his Doctrine, Row, 
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vay 
file 


:olsF it was becaule the firſt day " 
made to be a holy day,and ſuch works of mer». 


t it 
D ut 
the 


. ( go! Z <: "*" Wh, 
74.5. far be it from us to think that the*Apo- 
le could ſo contradift his own Dodtrine,*but 
of tte week was 


cy are,very ſuitable unto the day. 


2 Arg. Or thus, the Apoſtle did order * 


colle Aion for the Saints to be on the firſt day 
of the weck, either becauſc it was the Chriſti» 
an Sabbath, or for ſome other reaſons, but I 
have (o long waited to he:r of ſ{yme other rea- 
ſans, why the Apoſtle ſhould lay an injunftion 
upon all Churches to have ſuch an honourable 


reſpe&t to this day, without any , conſideration 


of 'it as the Lords Day and Chriftian Sabbath, 
and all the Objcfors, and Cavillers againſt the 
firſt day of the week the Lords day, have not 
brovghe forth the leaft appearance of any 
reaſon tothe contrary, that L.confels I begin 
to think, that the Opponents themſelves with- 
inthemſclyes, have received a Sentence of 
deſpair of giving any reaſon, only they haye 


travelled and brought forth one poop Obje-' 


Rion, that there is not a word ſpoken of a 


Sabbath here, and who ſaith thereis ? but the , * 
Argument is taken from the Apoſtles Order, ? 


and by Apoſtolical Order advanced the firſt 


day of the week above any other day,and that”. 
the reaſon of this is, either decaule it 18 Lis E 
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day of the Chriftian Sabbath or for ſome 9: = 
ther reaſon which never yet was brought to" © 
light, and therefore we conclude as in the _ - 
- former that the Apoſtle by his DoRrine did 
ſcttle the firft day of the week to be a holy 
day, a Chriſtian Sabbath. 

Now in the next place, concerning the pra: 
Qice of the Apoſtles & the prattice of the 
Churches, of which much may be ſaid in or- 
der to their attendance to holy Duties in the 
firſt day of the week, becauſe it was a day 
ſeparated for holy Worſhip, but at preſent 
we may conſider 4s 20.7. | 
Firſt, it was a Church aſſembly there ſpoken 
of, for it is faid the Diſciples came. together, 
' 2. Secondly, the end forthe ſake of which 
they came together, it was for the ſake of res 
ligious duties, that they might-partake of the, 
Lords Supper called breaking of Bread in this 
place, aSin (7.2.42. and did not go alone 
without other Religious performances, viz. 
Prayer ard hearing che Word Preached. 
3+ Thirdly, It 1s ſpoken of as a cuſtom,and 
vſuall praQtice of the Diſciples, therefore it 
is ſaid on the firſt day of the week when the 
| Diſciples came together, Part having wait-" 
 ,edior and taking this ogportunity to Preach 
ro them, for he abode ſeven dayes among 
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ready to depart on the morrow, as is expreſ® 
in the 7th verſe, Te 

Arg. Hence the Argument is, Paxl and the: 
Diſciples wich bim either kept the Seventh day 
Sabbath or the firſt day of the week —_— 
Sabbath, or clſc they kept* no Sabbath at all, 
if they had kept, the feventh Uay Sabbath, 
that was the day before this, Firſt day 
of the Week, then they had a mecting 
aiter a Sabbath 'manner for Religious Duties, 
then the Evangelift would not have ſpoken of: 
this Mecting on the Firft day as the only 
Church Mecting of the {even dayes of the A+ 
poftles abode amongſt them, therefore it was 
the firft day of the Week in which Paul and 
the - Diſciples aſſembled, and kept as a 
Chriftian Sabbath; 

Much more hath been ſaid by others, and 1 
Ifave ſomewhat more in readineſs tofay if the- 
occaſion callech for it, and God giveth oppor- 
tunitty. ; 

But at preſent having proved that the firſt. 
day of the Week' was by the Lord himſelf 
made by his Word and by his Works to be 
the Lords day; and our Goſpel and Chriſtian 
Sabbath, and his Apoſtles were guided bythe 
Holy Ghoſt to ſettle it in the room. and place 
of the ſeventh day, both by their Do@rine 
and by their PraQice ; we proceed to make | 


(94) 

Reply to Jobs R. his Anſwers to the Queſtif-S: 
bns: And concerning his Preface to his An- 
ſwers, I ſhall at.preſcnt omit it until I come to 
' his Concluſion and then conſider both his Pre- 
face and Concluſion together, th:ſe and the 
Superſcription being to the ſame Purpoſe, and 
the ſame for ſubſtance. _ 

Queſt.,z. The firſt Queſtion: Are nd 
juſt and: neceſſavy Conſequences from Scriptu 
fo be taken for the mina of the Holy Ghoſt i 
Seriptare, or elſe how ſhall we Anſwer the P# 
piſts ag ainft the error of Tranſubſtantiation! 

| Fobn R, his Anfwer is, . 

Anſ, 1f the Conſequence drawn fro 
Scripture is agtceable td the Scripture.and nd 
wayes centrary to. the Scripture, it -muſt 'be 
granted truth,becauſc it ſpeaks what the Scty 

ture ſpeaks. But asto the Papifte 70b# R 
aith, they had no Scripture that ſaid: a'pic& 
of Bread was the body of our Lord, or that 


 . ourLord was turned into a piece of Bread m 


or that Bread was turfied into our Lord f 
our Lord did not ſay to his Diſciples, Take # 
this Bread 3s my Body,as the Papiſts did affirny 
therefore they (aid that - which the Scriptury 
did not fay, ſo do you ſaycthat which the Scr> 
Pture doch not ſay, for you call the firſt day ol 
the Week the Girifian Sabbacb, bor th 
_.._- 
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JF Scripture doth not; you call every firſt day 
| of the Week the Lords Day, but che Scrt- 
ptort doth not ſo. 

Reply The Reply to John R. his Anſwet 
follows : 

His Anſwer conſiſts of two parts, 

1, Firſt, partly of a ſceming Conceſſion 
granting thar Conſequences drawn from 
Scripture and agreeable to Scripture arc 
truth, &c. | 
' 2. Secondly he compareth us unto the Pa- 
piſs, for ſaying that which the Scripture doth 
not fay, and the Argument he gives is, If we 
fay the firſt day of the Week is the Lords day 
and the Scripture doth not ſay it, then we are 
like the Papiſts. 

Reply, The Reply is, that we have already 
proved that the Scripture ſaith, that che firſt 
day of the Week is the Lords day, and there- 
forc 15» -R. Coth falicly Reproach us, and E 
might ſay, that he that will hoid to the letter 
of a Scripture, although contrary to the ſpt- 
ritual ſcope of- that ard other Scriptures," is 
like the'Papi/s in their deſerice of Tranfub» -. ? 
ſtantiation from thoſe words; this is my 49 e - 
But 7obn R. doth hold to the letter of (the 
fourth Command reſpecting the ſeventh'dayes 
Sabbathy comrary to th command of Ge. 
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" inthe Goſpel and that which is moſt ſpiritu:Þ  * 
all and proper ſcope ofthat command, 3s ap-J. | 
pears by the former arguments, and more 
Thall appeare in that which follows, therefore} 
in this obs R.is like the Papiſts. | 

Qu. 2, 1s not Reft meerly due avd propre to 
ſacceed Labour? \ (_—- 

Anf. 7 ohn R. gtanteth that Reſt neceſſa 
Tily follows Labour, and that God- reſted on 
the ſeventh day after his ſix dayes work wa; 
ended. 

Qu. 3. Was not Feſtus Chriſt as be was Gul 
equal with the Fathg, and as he was God Ma 
was Lord of the Sabbath ; he himſelf drclartii 
3n the fourth Command, and requireth ant! 
lo the like by the Commana ? 

An, fohn R. his Anſwer is that Jeſt 

Chriſt as he was God was equal with the Fi 
ther, all things was «created for him and bj 

_ * him, But oh BR. ſaith, the next part is at 

- aſſertion, yet not a ſolid one in this caſe, fot 
&s Jeſus Chriſt was God he was commander 
the Sabbath, yea the whole Law, but as he wa 
Man, he was made of a Woman under the 

"Law: Ard further Job» R. faith, but if rhou 

haſt refetence t6 the Scripture, AL ar. 2: 28, 
which ſaith, T berefore 3s the Son of Man Lord 
if the Sabbath Day, he doth not ſay, God Man 
dut the Son of Man. Reply 
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- - Reply, The Reply to Jobs Reogire rs, _ 
| 1, Firf, He grants that Chriſt as God, is 
| the Commantcer and Lord of the Sabbath: 

2. Srcondly, He denies him to be the Lord 
© of the Sabbath, as he is God-Man: to which 
the Reply is, 


_. Reply, By God-Man is meant, God-and 
© Man perſonally uvited, that is, the Son of God 
having aſſumed a humane nature into perſonal 
union with his Divine nature; is. both . God 
and Man; and if he be rot Lord of the 
Sabbath as he is God and Man hen he 
is.no: head over all things as he is God ard 
Man, Eph. 1. 21.22. then rot Mediator as 
God and Man, 1 Tim. 2-5. Ard the Argat 
ment he gives now follows ,  _ 
For faith /obn Rogers, as he was Man he was 
made of a Woman, and mace under ihe Laws 
hence his Argument is, if Chriſt as a Mn was 
madeof a Wotnan under the Law, then is 
God-Man hieis not Lord of the Sabbath. If 
this be good Divinity then let John &. pros 
eced to lay, that becauſe he was Man; made 
under the Law, therefore as God Man hais 
not head of his Church, and is not the Medi-. | 
atour, and as God Man he hall not return to _ *? 
de the Judge of the Woxld;z this fo. far > 
_— from 
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from being ſolid, that it is contrary to the 
frame of Goſpel Scriptures. 

2. Secondly, He argues from fark 2. 28, 
his Expoſitions are theſe, bur if chou haſt re- 
ferenceta that Sctipture which ſaith, tbe Sox 
of Man is Lord of the Sabbath, he doth. Not 
Gy God Man but the Son of Man; whence 
his Argygaent is, if. the Scripture faith that 
the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath. then 
Tobn Rogers jndgeth it is- not a ſolid affcrtion 
to *y Chrift as God Man is Lord of the Sah- 
bath. 

Reply, My Reply is, that if Chrift the Son 
of Man'be Lord of the Sabbath its either as 
he is the Son of God, or as the Son of -Man, 
or as he is God and Man; not as the Son of 
God conſidered without being the Son of Man 
for the words are expreſs, that the Son of Itar 
Fs Lord of the Sabbath, 

2," Steondly, Not as the Son of Man, this 


bobs: 'Ropevs granteth*to be too low, becauſe 


thus he was under the Law, and: therefore it 
muſt be asHc+isGod Man, that he was Lord 

_ of the Sabbath, and yet Tobn Rogers ſaith this 
Is not a ſolid affertion, but be hath given no 
_ 'Argument-to the contrary,” bur that 
which fights againſt it felf. 


| Only a Queſtion! from hence | he doth pro- 
pound 


tO. 
pound, I find it to be ſol ong winded, ind yet _? 
ſo ſhort ſpirited as to any reaſon belavping to 
the Queſtion in hand, that | cat hardty ſpare 
Pen, Ink and Paper to Tranſcribe it , but we 
muſt bave it asit iss tot a oE 

Thefe are Jobs Rogeys his words', I ſhall 
propoſe a Queſtion ih this matter, if '#h Scri- 
ptarc'ic is ſaid, That the Man was not made 
for the Woman, but the 5Pomas for the Man,and 
in Scripture the Min is cated the Lord of tve. 
Woman, why then if the $ dbbath was made for. 
Han and not Man tor the Sabbath, is not Man 
Lorarevin of the' Sabbath day ; * for though 4 
Man be Lordof his wife, yet be oight not #6. 
put hey away in reſpet1 of the Law'of- God that 
bath made thoſe two awe, ſo likewiſe the' Sabbath,! 
though Ian be Lord of it, in reſptft it was 
male for bim, and not him for ity, yet by virthe, 
of Goas command, .onght not to propbane it ; ytt 
if in caſe it was ſo that Man muſt+ either omit 
theated of mercy to Ml an, or prophane the Sabd 7 
bath by doing the deed of mercy to the Man, be © 
ought to prophane the Sabbath and do the deed of 
mrcy, in reſp:it the Sabbath was made for Man © 
and not Man for the Sabbath; for God hath 
preferred the Man above his Sabbath, hot mat 
king him for the Sabbath but the Sabbath fot © 
him” for in this reſpttt God hath miade him Bord © 
even of the Sabbath day, iz AG 7 
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Reply, The Reply to all this is, That all 
this is nochirg to the Queſtion ſtated, and who 
knows not but God wi'l have Mercy rather 
than Sacrifice whether on the Sabbath. day or 
any other t me. 
Qy. 4; at not the work of Redemption at 
greats and Godlihe as the work of Creation, and 
ſo worthy of Reſt and a memorial upon its finiſh: 
inp. 
| eo. Tobs R: his Anſwer is, the work of 
Creation was the greateſt work that ever was, 
' for it was theCreating of all things : and the 
work of Redemption the: mercitulleſt workiRe 
that ever was to Gods Ele&, for by it theyffl y 
were redeemed : And faraſmuch as the God 
| and Father of all things ought ro be obeyed 
as that ane Law. giver. who created all things 
_ .and commanted »Þ, that the ſeventh day 
*Fhonld be kept holy in reſpe& of Creation, 
ought to be ob{:rie i by refting from Labour 
as he did, and tha* becauſe he comman/ed it: 
And foraſmuch as our Lord Jeſus Chrift bath 
redeemed Go1s Ele& by his body and blood, 
and appointed tor a Membrial of the ſame 
Baptiſm and the Lords Supper to be obſerved 
by the Redeemed ones, he ought.to be obeyed 
{ Intheſame, as God the Father in the other, ſo 
+  thatboth theſe works have ſome thing 0000p 
-- - them 
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I! | them in memory by the appointment of the 
0 | Workmen. 

r Reply, The Reply to Febx R. his Anſwer 
ny is, Firſt, Heſaith the work of Creation is 
- 8 the greiteſt work, and his reaſon is. becauſe 
4 | God made all things: TheReply is, 

vd That if the work of Creation'be the preat- | 
& || et, then the work of Redemption is not fo © 
oreat as the work of Creationz but a work, * 


of is greater or l:fſer according tothe: greatneſs 
s, F of wiſdom, power and goodneſs manifeſt in it, 
ic | but the wiſdom of God ſhining in the work of 


'YRelcmption, excels the;jwiſdom ſhining in the 


8 work of Creation, 1 Coy. 2. 7. wiſdom in a 
x | myſtery, and the power made matiifeſt in Re- 


demprion is greater than in Creation, called 
the exceeding greatneſs of his power towards. 
them that deve, E pb.1; I9. | | 
And for goodnefs to finners Fob» R. cannot 
i bat confeſs it is the mercifulleſt work, and yet 
: | he denicth that a day ſhall be appointed for & 
memorial of this greateſt work; but as it is 
worthy of a Day, ſo the Lord hath appointed 
the firſt day of the weck for that end, as hath 
becn proved by the Sgriptures abovemention- 
ed, and therefore it is in vain for 7obn R. to _; 
deny it. - 3 
- Qu, 5; The fikh Queſtion is, /44 not tho 2 
ha ws. 6 work 
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work finiſhed. at the ReſurreFion of Curift 0n f 
the firſt day of the week, when he entved into bis E 
veſt as God did into his, | . 

Anſ. John R. his Anſwer is, The price | * 
was paid as ſoon as the Sacrifice was offered, : 


and the dead raiſcd; but the work of Re- 
demptionas yet not perfected in us, for we are | 
vet under the bondage of corruption, Row, || *! 
$8.23. but to ſay that Chriſt entr@ into his li 
Reſt on the firſt dzy of the week | cannot, for | *? 
he did aſſemble himſelf with his Ditciples af- || © 
xer his Reſurrection, being ſeen of them forty 
daycs before he aſcended-up into Heaven, and 
upon the day of his RefurreQion did eat with 
his Diſcipleszand did trayail with them, which 
was Labour. _ T” | 

_ Reply, The Reply is, that 7oh» R. denicth 
that rhe. work of Redemption was finiſhed, 
becauſe it is not finiſhedin us: Whence his 
-ATgUMENT 15, 

+«That it Redemption be not perfedicd in 
Believers, then not finiſhed by- Chriſt: but 
this is falſe reaſoning for want of diftinguiſh- 
ing between the work of Redemption and the 
work of Application : , Chriſts work of Re- 
* demption may be finiſheU although the work 
* of the Holy Ghoſt as ſent from the Father 
: andihe Sqn to apply Redemption may not be 
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Gnifhed and is not in this life perfefed to the 
Elett. | 
. O4j.- The ſecond ObjeQtion is, That Chrift 
was not entred into reſt on the firſ# aay of+ the 
week, and bis reaſon is, becanſe he aſſembled wb. 
his Diſciples, did eat and travail, &Cc. 

R-p/y, The Reply is, Either Chrift was on 
the firſt day of the Week in a ſtate of Humi- 
liation, or a ſtate of Exaltation: if in a ſtate 
of Humiliation, then his Refurr«&ion was no 
degree of his Exaltation,contrary to Row1.9,4 
Epb.1.20,2 1. if hewere ina ftate of Exalta- 
| tion then in a tate of bleſſed and glorious 

Reſt: Ard although there are divers de- 
F grecs of bis Exaltation, as- his Reſurre&ions : 

|] Aſcention, Scflion at the right hand of the —; 
th} Father,and his return at the lat Dayto be the 
1 Judge, but ReſurreQtion is one degree of his © 
Exaltatien and of his Reſt; and therefore he 
was entred into Reſt, although for the con- 
viction and confirmation of His Diſciples, he 
did ſhew himſelf, and by ſome ſenſible ſigns 
make it manifeſt that it was himſelf, that very 
humane nature which had ſuffered death,” was 
raiſed, that he that deſcended was raiſed, -: 
and is the ſame alſo that aſcended into Heayen 
Epr,4+10» | p. 
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Qu. 6. Did not C hrift aBow this to be ealled 
bis. D ay, as the Sacrament 1s calted bis, or the: 
Loras Supper? 
An. /cbn R. bis Anſwer is, 1 cannot ſay 
that ever the firlt day of the week was called 
the Lords Day, and therefore cannot ſay whe 
ther he allowed it or no, 1 know that the Cup 
which our Lord communicated to his Diſcis 
les, they called it the Lords Cup,and the Ta- 
'gat which they ſa:e to communicate of tte 
Bread ard Wine, they called the Lords Table, 
and the Apoſtle Job» callcth that Day in which 
the Lo: dcemmun'cated to him theſe Viſicng 
in the Recelations, t! e Lords Day, but what 
9 ae Years oe of the Week, 1 cannot 
tell. _ CT 
Rep'y, The Reply to this is, there hath 
dceen Arguments given of all ſcrts to prove 


| Doth from humane and divine Teſtimony, the 
word and works of the Lord, the Doarine 


and Examples of the Apofiles of Chrift, that 
The firſt day of the Weck was that very. day 
called the Lords day, Rev. 1-10. and if Joby 


Rogers was asked who his Father was, he 


> Yould be aſhamed to ſay he could not te!,and 
| Yet he canrot but know that as to umane Te- 


y 


ſi:mony, there is more clcar and infallible 


þ19vb that the firſt day gf ghe week was called | 
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the Lords Day than he can have who his Fas 
ther was, this being the: Tetimony of all che 
Churches in all Apes, from the primitive time 
to this very day, until of late ſome few hate 
riſen up and raiſed the Objefian. | 

But beſides all theſe Arguments from the 
Scripture have been given to prove it; and if 
yet ohn R. will ſ:y he cannot teill, we mutt 
{cayehim to his 'giorance, and he ought nor 
to be off. nded with us, and revile us, becauſe 
we do know, 

Qu. 7, Did not Chriſt countenance and al- 
low his Apoſtles in tbe praftice and folemniz.a- 
tion of that day in propey Sabbath Ordinances ? 
Anſ. His Anſwer is before, ſaying not that 
1 know the Ordinance of the Sabbath is reſt 
hj to Man and Beaft, for ſo God ordaire! in 
'e | the fourth Command af:er the fix daycs work 
toreft, - | | 

Qu. 3, Are vet Chriſ® and bis Apoſtles 
therein to by a pattern for Chriſtians to "follow, 
aud ſp vertually a divine Inſtitution ? 

Anſ. Tohn Rogers his Anſwer is, that the 
eighth Quettien is anſwered by the Anſwer to 
the ſcventh, and the anſwer to the ſeventh was 
>- | the ſame with the Anſwer to the fixth, viz. | 
e | that he could not tell, that he did not know, 
and jhus he makes 2 quick diſpatch of An: 
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ſwers to the Governours Queſtions : But inf; 
this he is like thoſe who when the Queſtion 
was asked thera concerning the Baptiſme of 
7obn, whence was it, from Heaven or of Men? 
they reaſoned with themſelves faying, if we 
ſhall ſay from Heaven he will ſay unto us, why 
did you not then believe. him ? but if we ſhall 
ſay of Men, we fear the People, for all hold 
Zokn as a Prophet, X4at.21-25,26. and there: 
fore they concluded it was ſafeſt for them to 
ſay we cannot tell, ver.17. Thus likewiſe i 
Tobx R. ſhould ſay, that the Patern and thi 
Examples of the Apoſtles, reſpe&ing Wor: 
ſhip, and particularly concerning the Sabbath, 
ought to be fellowecd, then he knows it woult 


A” 


þc ſaid, why do you not follow them? and if 
ne ſhouldſay, that their Ex«mple ought not 
to be followed by Chriſtians, this would be 
ſo_ un-Goſpel-like and un-Chriſtian like, and 
therefore 7ohn R. concludes it is beft for bim 
to ſay he cannot tell. 

Qu. 9g. 1f the old Fewiſh Covenant be expi: 
red, and ſundry Ordinances aboat time and place, 
QC. altred, Why not the time of the old Sabbath 
alterable by the Lord of the Sabbath upon a Goſpel 
account as a memorial of Redemption? 

Anſ, lohn R. his Anſwer is, I Know not 
What thoudo!t mean by old Jewiſh Covenant, 
Eo es nos own  _ 
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t 1nf7 know no . Covenant in Scripture by that 
ton Bname, if ihou doſt mean the Covenant which 
offi tlic two Tables of Stone, the Tables of the 
en? I Covenait which did contain the ten Com- 
We mandments which /ſrar/ dis enter into a Co- 
"ny venant with God, by eng2ging to perform the 
hall I ſme, which Covenant they brake, ard peri- 
old ſhed inthe Wilderneſs for the ſame 3 God did 
ordain by the hand of 2ofes Ceremonies as a 
figure of the Mediatorfſhip of Jeſus Chriſt at 
this time at Mfonnt Sinai, when 1/rael entred 
inco the Covenant of works,” to ſhew that 
there was mercy to be obtained by Jeſus 
Chriſt, though the firſt Covenant was broken 
by them; thatis to ſay, upon Repentance and 
Faith. Now though the firſt Coverant which 
was dedicated with the blaed of Bulls and 
Goats, and accompanicd wich many Rites and 
Ceremonies which were figures of the MeGia- 
torſhip of Jeſus Chriſt, which Rites and Cere- 
monies are done away, Þut none of them 
placed in the two Tables, for that Law is ſpi- 
ritual, andir is as caſie by Gods Decree, for - 
Heaven and Earth to pals as for a tittle of it 
to fail : Now the other Law contained in the 
former Covenant, called the Hand-writing of 
Ordinances, which was nailed to the Croſs 
of Qhrift, which did contain meats and a 
ev 


Wo - —_—y owt 


( 108 ) 


New Moons and Sabbaths, which Sabbath Arg 


was beſides the Sabbaths of the Lord, but 
Gods ſeventh day-Sabbaths were commanded 
by the mouth of the Lord with an audible 
voice, written with the finger of God n 
Stone, death inflicted upon the breaker of it, 
Exod. 31;12, 

Reply, The Reply is this, 7 obu Rogevs his 
Anſwer is full of contufion, j»mbling the Cos 
venant of Works and the Covenant of Grace 
together: | 

1. Fivrſf, The Covenant of Works waz 
made with Adam. 

2. Secondly, The Covenant of Grace may 
be conſidered cither as Ceremonially and Le 
_ gally Adminiftred, and this Fob» R. calls rhe 
Covenant of Works, or as it is attended with 
Goſpel Adminiftrations, and there the Queſti- 
on ariſcth. 

Whether another day might rot be more 
{uitable upon a Goſpel account than the fe 
venth day Sabbath? and what reaſon coth 
 JobuRagiveto the contrary? | confeſs I be 
2h to grow weary ef forming his Arguments 

or him, becauſc 1 find it more difficule to find 
out his rcaſon, and to form ir for him than to 
anſwecrit, and could even determine for the 
future, that if IR cannot, or will not form his 

tata = 
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Arguments bimſelf, | ſhall leave them asf 
find th+m covercd with dark:i'eis and void of 
form ; but if there be ary lace of reafon in 
tiis his Anſwer ,at lengih ut is, That the fe- 
yenth day being commanded in the Decalogue 
is therefore unalterable» but we have 
proved that Chriſt hath altered it, and-by the 
Holy Ghoſt guided his Apoſiles to ſettle the 
firt Day of the Week the Lords Day and 
our Chriftian Sabbath ; and becauſe I ſhall 
meet with this ObjeRion more fully in the 
next Anſwcr, I proceed to that. 

Qu: 10, 1: there not room left in the Words 
of the fourth Command for the ſeventh Day to 
be altered, aud our Lovas dayto be ſantiified by 
the Lord of the Sabbath ? See the Preface of 
the Commannment, Faemember the Sabbath to 
keep it holy, and the Concluſion only faith, the 
Lord bleſſed the 5abbath : and when the ſeventh 
day 383 named, it ſaith only 31, and not ſhall be for 
ever ſo obſerved : 

Anſ. John R. his Anſwer is No : there is 
no room, for the ſeventh day is the very day 
commanded, and Jeſus Chriſt hath ſeft it upon 
Record, that it is e«ficr for Heaven and Earth 
to paſs than'one tittle of the Law to fail, and 
hath forbid his Diſcip-es for entertaining ſuck 
a thought in theſe words, ſaying, think not Þ _ 2 

| am _ 
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amccome forto deſiroy the Law ; and apatn; 
faith he; For verily T ſay unto yon til Heavy 
and Earth paſs one jott or tittle ſhall in no wil 
paſs from the Law , who dare therefore at: 
tempt ſuch a thing againft Gods Law, giveh 
in ſuch a terrible manner, being ſpoken by his 
own mouth, the Earth tremblirg at his Word, 
and ſo terrible was the fight that AZofes ſaid, 
I exccedingly fear and quake, and not only 
ſo,but the Son of God teſtifying that it ſhalf 
abideaslong as Heaven and Earth, as is al. 
ready ſpecified, threatning alſo any-thart at- 
tempt ſach a wicked a&@, faying, mhoſorver 
therefore breaks the leaft of theſe Commandment 
and ſhall teach Xen ſo, &c-therefore who dare 
attempt ſucta 'preſumptuous att againſt Godz 
Law, and Chriſts confirmation 'of the ſam 
Law, and what'is that to purpoſe in the Pre- 
face and Concluſion, ſeeing the day command: 
edis the ſeventh day and no other, fo that 
Sabbath is proper only to the ſeventh day. and 
no other : but as to the concluſion of the-com- 
mandment,- ſome Tranſlate it, therefore thi 
Lord bleſſed the ſeventh day and ballowed it; 
which is moſt agreeable, it being taken from 
Gods ſeventh day reft, Gen. 2, 3. Sce Bez4's 
Tranſlation, Exe4d.31. 12. and death not infli- 
Law but Excommy- 
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nication, but death upon the. prophaning. of 
the ſeventh day Sabbath : the Reply is, 
Reply : JobnR. inthis Anſwer is fled to his 
ſceming Fort, and he knows if he .be -driven 
out from this, that neither he nor any for the 
| ſeventh dayes Sabbath, have any Caſtle nor 
Covering tor their conceited conkidence, but 
| the ſcope of the Queſtion if rightly ſtated and 
| plainly expreſſed is. 

That a Sabbath as a Sabbath is firſt and laſt 
in the Precept, and'ſhall not be changed, buz 
the particular day is ſecondarily ſpecified, and 
is mvtable as other poſitive Laws arc, the Lord 
having reſerved a liberty to himſclt to change 
them according to his Royal pleaſure, and 
who ſhall ſay he hath done iniquity? And as 
for 7+» R; his Argument, fo far as it hath any 
colour of reaſon in it, is, That ſceing Chrift 
came not to deſtroy the Law but to fulfil it, 
and that in every jot and tittle of it, and there- 
fore not to chance the ſeventh dayes. Sabbatli 
into the firft day of the Week, and to this 
we ſhall poſitively and plainly Reply. _  : 

t« Firſt, There is that which may be cal- 
led an actual fulfilling in all and every particy- 
lar point ard duty reguired in the Decalogue, 

K but Chriſt did never aQually fulfil the particu- 
lar Dutiesof Parents to Children of a theſ 
-ban 


| (11) 
Bafid 'to a Wife and many other particulat 
points and duties contained in the Decalogue 
and yet his fulfilling all and every one of thoſe 
Dutics which had any ſuitableneſs to his &as 
tion and work, as he had opportunity in rela» 
tion to God or Man, this is called a fulfilling 
. of allrighteouſneſs, 2ſar.3.15. 

2. S:condly, There is an aQtual fulfilling of 
the Law literally; and in this ſcnce the Prieſt 
in his Labour in Sabbath duties of his Cflice, 
might be ſaid to prophane the Sabbath; 4; 
32.5- 

And a fulfilling ſpiritually and finally accor 
ding to the truc ſcope of the Law, and thus he 
was ſaid to be blameleſs, and ſo may we, if we 
keep that day holy which Chrift hath appoint: 
ed as moſt ſuitable to Goſpel tin.es and the 
moſt ſpiritual ſcope of the fourth Command, 
— tal we prophane the ſcventh day Sab 
bath. $ | 
3+. Thirdly, To come nearer to the Text 
mentioned ,Chrift came not to make any d& 

firugtive change of the Law but to fulfil it 


_Tirz) 
at | feave the wills of Men to a lawleſs liberty,but: 
to bring in a iriger holineſs and rightconf- 
neſs, anda more perſe&t Adminiftration and: 
7&0 cdition of the Law, and this is expreſly bis 
la» I ſcope, and Chriſt himſelf expounds his mean 
ng Þ| ing in the following part of the Chapter in 
Mat.5, whilft Chriſt gives a more ſpiritual 
of expoſition than the corrupt Phariſees did, who 
et Þ did cleaye to and pervert the Letter of the 


ce, | Law, as this Fewiſs Sabbatarian doth the letter 


ati} of the fourth Command: bat when Chriſt 

| changeth the ſeventh day Sabbath to the firft 
or day of the week, that is the Sabbath from the- 
he ſeventh day of the week to the firſt day of the 
wel week , with reſpe& to the commemoration, 
nt:F not only of the old Creation which is ſubje-' 
theFſ cd unto corruption, but the new Creation 
the work of Redemption which ſhall remzin + 
ab whar deſtructive change is this of the Law in 


NH fon for any to complain of a change then they 

K had when Chrift changed, and-made water ini- 
tf towine; if ,7oby Rogers cannot chuſe but re/ 
fuſeth this Goſpel wine, yet let him not ſcorn 


it: And if Beza be in {o good credit with 
7. R. as he ſeemeth to intimate, let him cr<dit 
&ex4 in this matter alſo, who anteſteth phat int 


any one jott of tittle of ir, and no more rea-' 


ard ſcoff at us, for our thatkful receiving of - 
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an ancient Copy he had foun11 it thus Recor! 
ded, Thattie Apolile hed given order ior the 
ColleRions ia the firſt Cay of the week with 
this acded the Lords Day, 1 Cor,16 2. 

But ſccing this 7#4aizcy and others of his 
perſwaſion have fo wreited this lext, 47at. 5, 
9, we ſhall add one conf-icration more for 
the clearing of the fame, and our Argument 
iS this, 

Arg, As Chriſt came to fulfil the Law, fo 
likewifc he came to fulfil the Prophets, to it is 
expreſſed in Mat.y. 17. think noc{aith Chriſt, 
that 1 am come to acſtroy the LaWy or the Pro 
phets, 1 am uot come to deſtroy but to fulfil. 

But Chrift.did fulfil. che Prophets, their pro- 
phecies. by performing and anſwering ttc 
ſcope and end of the lame, and by changing 
the Prophecies into performances: Oh moſt 
happy and glorious change, without whick 
the Prophets - their Prophecies could nat 

Hayc been fulfilled! this was far eff from a cc 
ſtrugive change of one jott or ctittle of the 
Prophecies. - : | 

© Sq likewiſe Chriſt did fulfil the Law, and 
particularly that Law the fourrh Commang- 
ment, by performing and an{wering the ſcope 
and end of it, and by changing not the $Sab- 
bath as a Sabbath, but by changing of the Sab: 
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the week, and this was no deſtruQive change 
of one jott ortittle of the fourth Commend, 
but a moſt happy anc glorious change wich re 
ſp: & to the glory of ti e Layogiver, and the 
gd of his People, which b cfi:d ends ere 
more jully and perfea'y attained by the 
change, then could pc flibly be by a ſer©: ch 
day Sabbath, asis more tuky cxplicae in my 
Catechiſm; ſo that: the four h Command 
complains not,it is wronged nor a jott,or tittie 
of ic deftroyed, no more than when veſſels of 
Braſs or Earthen Veſlcls are turncd into Gold 
and that which islefs perf«@ is turred into that 
which is more perfe&, for though the Law 
of God is ever perſctt as to the time and ſub- 
ze& for whom it is fitted, and ſo as the ſeventh - ? 
day Sabbath as it reſpeRed the time and jub= 7 
je&s for whom:it was fitted, but yee when' ets 7 
firſt day of the week is appointed by the Lord 7 
of the Sabbath as moſt 'fuitable , to Goſpel * 
times, ar.d the ſubjeas of Goſpel Adminiſtrd*; * 
tions; now that w'ich was leſs peric& reſpes, 5 
Qting this time and Rate mtſt give place ta-: 
that which is more perſc&, anJin thisthe fourth * 
Commard'1s not deſtroyed but fulfiled, the 
Law being ro-Er eny tothe Goſpel, but: like 
Moſes and Aarondd kiſs one another uponthe | 
Moua; of-the Lugd, and chus doth the fourth } 
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- Coritnand and our Chriſtian Sabbath: 

Qu. 11, #bether do you well, knowing theſe 
Arguments ave pleaded and accordingly prafliſed 
in at Chriſtian C harches and our Laws there- 

' #pon founded, to difturb onr Peacr, offend our 
Eonſciences, oppoſe our Government, before you 
Fave us tonvittion, either by writing or otuer- 
wiſe, when as you were left to enjoy your own per- 
ſwaſion in private e | 

Asſ. To which 7ohn R. his Anſwer is, as 
ſolloweth, 

I am willing to refer it to the Judgement of 
God whether | have done well or not well, 
who knows whether you have ſtood for his 
truth or 1, but to ſay pleaced and practifed in 
all Churches ; 1 knowit to be 'othetwile both 

by Books and Reaſorings, and as for the Laws 
.reſpeCting theſc things, | know no Authority 

you haveto make ſuch Laws, for there is one 

Law-piver who is able to ſave or to deftroy,req 

ITpecting the things as ro matter of Worſhip: 

you ought to have been obedient to his Laws, 
and not to have adventured to make Laws for 
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eſs and ndt Govern according to his will, and 
as for our not giving you Cconvittion as you ſay 
you are ({v far from receiving convittion from 
our hands, that you would not pive us liberty 
for to make our |aw'ul defence, but vſe your 
unreaſonable power by preventing us.. of laws 
ful plea, and alſo we did write the firft time 
we were brought before you, Job» Ahn the 
Secretary being Judge, which was before you 


P_ 


had any firft-day Law, as ſince you have made, 


w- not knowing then but that we ſhould have . 


hid liberty to have pleaded our innocency, 
but was forthwith took away by the Conſtable 
and nor ſufigred to make our cetence, being 
fined ten (hAlings a piece, and committed to 
the Priſonk and no Law of God or of this 
Colony produced to convitt us by, which we 
look to be very unreaſonable : and then wrote 
we to the Court which was then fitting: but ob- 
tained ne anſwer, I havea Copy of it to this 
day with all our hands to it as we then ſent it, 
but being nowin Priſon I cannot come at it, 
otherwiſe 1 might have ſent you a Copy: of it 
at thistime. And what I have met withal 
from ſome of the Miniſters reſpraing this 
matter, it will be too much for me to write 
now, to aſſert: what oppeſition I baye met with 


from jt eir hands ip not lending me an car, L-? 
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' very that wewere left to enjoy our own per- 
#-a(ion n privatc, foraſmuch as God hath bid 
theſe thirgs from the wile and prudent ard re- 


vealed them to us, He hath required us, that | 


what he ha;h told us in darkneſs we ſhould 
ſpcak inlight; what we hear in the Ear to 
preach upon the houſe tops. 
The laſt thing in thy Paper is as followeth, 
7oky, when you have anſwered theſe 
Quer'es in writing, then a Reply may be made 
by ſome ab'e: hand, and publiſhed to the 
World, or you may fend it whither you will, 
bu: further te gratife Pride, conceit or your 
preſumption we ſce no need, nor to be for edi- 


-” fication, and to this added tothe former, 7obs 


* "Ropers ſaith, | having anſwered to thy Queries 
writing *Hhemat large, ſo as where my anſwers 


may be ſeen, they may be ſeen at large with 


{ thy reproachful Superſcription and falſe 
charge, with both the Supcrſcriptions and re- 
viling Concluſion, i know not of one Word 
that is wanting that is in thy Paper, but is here 
- exaQly ſet Cown, and the Queſtion ſpake to. 
And ohs Rogers further ſaith, 1 deftre now 
- That theſe following things may be weighed 
# and well conſidered ; we have this many years 
> {uffcrced under the Gorernment by Impriſon- 
| ment, Fines, and other Sufferings, under a pre- 
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tence of Hereſlie, and aQting agung Chrifts 
ana being Avitichreſt, it muſt needs follow that 
if wearc {uct}, it muſt needs be becauſe we 
hols fuch things which are Erroneous, being 
corrupted; anu it ſo, why do you not ſhew 
us wherein, and confute us by the Scripture? 
we are rcaly at any time to- produce our 
Scriptrre proef for what we hold, for it doth 
indeed belorg to us to prove what we hold by 
the Scripture, and alſo it bclongeth to you to 
proie what you hold by the Scripture; for it 
is not our work to prove your Opinion, noF 
your work to prove ours, but the affirmative 
party is to produce the proof, now we are the 
ſuffering party, being judged by you as if we 
were Antichriſt, and called to an account by 
you : could we now have Juſtice at your 
hands, and you reaſonable Men, you would 
demand our proof out of Scripture and weigh ?! 
the {ame meckly and uprightly : we call you 
not to an accoune about your: Opinion, but 
you ours, therefore it is our Opinion that is in 
hand, and do you think it hath a good face on. 


it, while you are aflitting us, and charging : 


me to be Antichriſt, and aQing againft Chriſt, 
to put forth Queſtions to me about your own - 
Opinion whenas [ call you. not to an account 2 
about it; bur fince thou bft begun to queſtion |; 
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about your 0wn Opinion well may 1; 
 Keph, TheReply to Fohn Rogers his [ons 
"Anfyycr, and to the eleventh Querie, I can find 


" Inthis his Anſwer, neither Divinity nor Hu- 


manity, neither good Reaſon, nor good Man- 
ners; btit a throng ef abſurdities and incivi- 


ities: and as ſoonas they are brought near 


the Light their monſtrous deformities will be 
made manifeſt to any man who hath not a blaſt 
wpon hisreafon. ' 


+2, Firf, The Word of God ſaith, that 


we ought to follow peace with' all Men, and 
Holincts, without which no man ſhall ſee the 


Lord. Heb.12. 14, S 


' But 70h» R. pretending holineſs proceedeth 
to eifturb the peace Eccleſiafticky and Civil, of 
Pious Rulers and Godly Pcople, and appeal- 


'Eth to God for a Judgement, like thoſe in l(ai. 


48. 3,4, who ſaid they World truſt in God, bur 
they were rebellious, and their Brow as Braſs 
and Neck as an iron Sinew. 

* '2, Secondly, He denies that all the Chur: 
ches of Chriſt do- keep the firſt day of the 


weeks as it is the Lords Day, and afferteth the . 


<ontrary: but if 7, R. knows of any Church 
nm antient times or of late times, it is pity he 


'Coth not help thoſe of his Perſwafion who 


© have been ſo often chalenge 


driand, d (0 Mention one 
Church 
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Church of Chrift in former times, or one 
Writer, or one Chriſtian, or one Heretick, 
who did gainſay this until late times: But if 
7- R. hath found them out'and yetthey muſt 
not be known but lic in obſcurity, there we - 
muſt leave him and his Churches at preſent, -* 
3+ Thirdly, God and his People hath cho: 
{en our Governonr to be a Judge, but F. R. 
hath taken wpon him to give him his charge, 
and both in his Preface and in his Concluſion, 
hath uſurped the power to judge, both our 
Governour and our Laws, contrary to 7 ames 
4-11. and although the Word of Godlaith, 
Rebuke not an Eldergbut intreat him as a Father, 
1 Tim.5.1,:and that we ſhould be ready to 
give a rcafonof our hope with meckneſs and 
reverence, 1 Pet.3.15. But 7. R. is bold to 
rebuke our Governour, Dicatour-like, with= 
out the leaft appearance of mecknels, but 
with a groſs appearance of irreverence, ha- 
ving wholly forgot what Titles of Honour 
Paul gave, not only to Agripp« the King, but 
likewiſe to Feftus, A&.26. civility may bein 
one where ſincere Converſion is not, and good 
Manners may be where ſaving Grace 15 not, 
but ir is not a poſſible thing that ſincere Con- 
verſion and ſaving Grace can bein that Man. 
in whom there is not Ciyility and good _ 
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 ners. Ang as for his aſperfing Complaints a: 
ab&-the Goyernment, for proceeding againſt 
im, 1 have no call: nor is there any need for 
me to take the defence of our Rulers, they 
are well ableto defend themſelves, and will in 
_ due time clear their excecding lenity towards 
Fobn Rogers and their legal proceedings, and 
wipe away all bis reviling Aſperſions ; and 
what hath becn done by the Miniſters and o- 
ther Chriftians for the convi&ion of 7, R. and 
his Company is well known to thoſe who are 
not meer ſtrangers : but yeprove not 4 Scorner 
beft be hate thee, Prov.g 8. A Man that is an 
Heretick after the firſt and ſccond Admonition 
rcj-Q, 711.3. 10. | 
So that means of Conviaionare to be im: 
proves wi:h reſpe& to the hope of good ſruit 
ut what the fruit hath been of the improve- 
ment of means upon 7ohbu R, is known to any 
who knows 1lobn Rogevs. 

And'whereas /oh» R. is called in that wri- 
ting a Pritoner of Antichriſt, and this and (uch 
likeexpreffions he calleth Revilings : I fhall 
propound -fome conſiderations out of the 
Word of God to guid our Judgeren:s. 

I. Fsrff, He that {*ts himſelt in oppoſition 
to-Chriſt mn his Mefſengers, and in the Commu- 
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e part of Antichriſt, 1 7obn 2.18,19. 

2. Sccoxdly, Re that manageth his perſwa- 
on whatever it, is againſt the Churches of 
hrit by an Antichriſtian ſpirit, is in this an 
ncichriſt, that is to ſay, not with that Chris 
ian Spirit as the Witneſſes of Chrift are 
ont to do, by laying aſide the uſe of lawful 
berty} As Paxl in abſtainirg from Meat 
ther than offend his Brother, Kom. 14. 

By pradtifing that which there is no Rule 
ad Command tor, unleſs it were at preſene 
r avoiding of offence, as Pax/*s Circum- 
ſing Timethy, AQt.16-3. And obſerving os 
ncr Ceremonial Rites for a time,although he 
as as clear in his Judgement in theſe: things, 
nd far morc infallible chan 7ohs R. can be 
oncerning his ſeventh day Sabbath, 

And bchavirg chem'clves before thoſe who 
re in place of Civil G-,vernment, in giving a 
caſon of their hope with meek: els and reve» 
ence as in the forcmeniioned place, 1 Pet. 
> | 
Theſe and ſych like virtues have eminently 
nined in all ſufferers for Chriſt. 280; 

But the contrary to theſe is an Antichriſti- 
n Spirit, when ſo far from avoiding offence, 
hat there isa catching at an opportunity co 
?y a ſtumbling block in the way, not only - 
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the Prophane and the Deathen, and givi runneth f 
them an occaſion to Blaſpheme but to griexÞSpirit,thi: 
thoſe whoſe godlineſs is manifeſt to the Conſf1ds to by 
ſciences of all, this is pradtical Antichriſtan turns witl 
iſm in a high degree; Jthis Man 
' 3+ Thirdly, He that preſently after his profj 4447-12. 
tended Converſion, plungeth into the erron oppolitiv! 
of Anadaptiſm, and moſt rigid Separ ari{m and Mefſenge 
Enthuſiaſm more deep than cyer they dip a1) that Bla; 
in the water, and at length is leſt to fall from with lies. 
{et and ſolemn ſeaſons of Prayer, and co deny Colony a 
the immortality ofthe Soul, at leaſtto dreamſ*ea0y £0! 
that after its Ceparture. out of the body, | isintbe h 
kesin a ſleep, and ſhall neither go to Heaven gainlt the 
nor Hell, this is the Man who is proud, and But hc 
hath doted upon his Queftions until he knows [leave tO 
nothing, 1 Tim.6.4. This is the Man whoſe {ences « 
folly ſhall be made manifeſt unto all, 2Tim.3.9 led to de 
The Heathen Philoſophers, and the naty- (&99 Þy 
ral light of rcaſon in theſe very Heathen; thers wh 
ſhall riſe vp to condemn him. This is the of his p1 
Man whoſe deſtruction ſhall be ſwiſt, 2 Per.2.1 they arc 
Ard periſh in the gainſaying of Xorab,Jud.r1, thatif t 

' 4+ Fewrthly, He that doth all the former Martyrs 
under a pretence of Converſion work, having wiſcin o 
been notoriouſly ſcandalous in his life z and as' Mr. Cot! 
loon as he pretends to be converted, he pre-' Tone, at 
tently leaps into Antichriſtian-praftices and Eng lana 
ag ner" nate 
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;nneth furioufly *on with an Antichriſtiah 
"PIrit,this is the Man whom the unciean Spirit 
ds to be empty, ſwept & garriſhed, & re- 
rns with 7 Devils worſe, & the latter end of 
is Man ſhall be worſe chan his beginning, 
{at.12.44, And whilſt he ads in ſuch ſpiteful 
>poſttivn againſt the Spirit of Chriſt in his 
leflengers and Communien of Saints, and in 
at Blaſpheming, Revilirg or dirty manner 
ith lies and Nanders againit the Rulers in the 
olony and Church, if chis man hath not al- 
ady committed the Sin unto Death, yet he 
inthe high way to that unpardonable Sin a- * 
inſt the Holy Ghoſt, Heb.10.26,27,28- | 
But how far all theſc arc applicable to 7; R. 
cave to his own Conſcience, and the Con- + 
iences of others: Iam only at preſent cal-. 
dto declare the Rule out of the Word of 
od by which we ovght to judge; and let a- 
ers who arc eyc-witnefſes, and car-witneſles 
| his praQtice give in their Teſtimony when 
ey arc called thercunto: Bot I conclude, 
atif the Spirit of Chriſt was not only inthe 
lartyrs, the Witneſſes of Chriſt, but like- 
aſc in our godly Predeccfſours, Mr. Hooker, 
ir. Cotton, Mr. Davenport, Mr. Shepard,Mr- 
zone, andin many others in England & New 
'ngland: That Spirit that is contrary to the 
pirit of Chrift in thoſe Worthics is an Anti: 
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thriſtian Spitir, and in whomſoever it is man} 
feft, that Man 15 no follewer of theſe god| 
Pred:ccflors; and a!though we aic an un 
worthy and declining People * © 1-4 Rogiry 
and thoſe who are of his fellowthip d-»n t of 
poſe us in our declenſions, but in tho'e things 
In which we are followers of our poly -P:c 
Ceceffurs in thoſe very things they ſhew thei 
{:Ives Adverſirics againſt us in this day, 

But now [ ſhall haſten unto a Concluſion! 
Zohn Regers concludes his writing with fevel 
Queftiors: Lhe Preface to them is this « bl 
. Kogers ſaith, 1 delire you lirce we are unde 
Sufferings by you, that thou wouldeft pri 
cure and return me a dirca Anſwer to my ſe 
ven Queſtions un- eryrit, without ſhifting « 
fhunning the ſme. 

Tobn R. his firſt Queſtion is ; 

Qu. 1. Whethey Sin is imputed where © 
Law is? 
Anſ. That {ceing the Law, whither Mol 
or Goſpel, contains a Platform of well-doing 
the contrary to this is Sin, and if no Law the 
no tranſgreſſion ; but Chrift is our Judg 
our Law-givcr, and our King, and he wil 
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fave us, //ai.33. 22. and he hath given us hi 
command to keep the firſt day of the we 
—. holy as theLords dayz And the 0 
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Law reſpeing the ſeventh day Sabbath, im 
hich /o»: Kogerstruſteth ,ſhall condemn him 
or his Ciſobedience +giirft the Law of Chrift, 
#h.ci is Lord of the Sabbath, as we have pro- 
ed alrcady,z anc t. us he hath :n Anſwer to 
1s £:| Qucſtion, ard likewiſe ro his fecond 
Qeſtion, whether there can be Tranſgreſſion 
phere no Law is, © - 

Jobn Rogers his third Queſtion followeth, 

Qu. 3. #hither or no God hath given Laws 
»fficiently ts reprove ſuch as are Tranſgreſſore, 
» 5s ſhort in his La\ys and fa need many Aſſi- 
Fants ? 

Anſ. Gods Laws are perfc4ly ſufficient; 
nd they res no &flitancs, but ve need Aſi- 
tants to look to the Application and Execu- 
ion of them againſt Malcſattors, and to be a 
error to evil Doers; and beſides many othef 
\eafſons to prove this, the experience of 7obw 
Kopers his bebaviour may be ſufficient to. cons 
ince us that the Government have necd 
\ (fiſtants, although the Law it ſelf needs 
one. 

Qu. 4. Hath God any Law to forbid work, 
n the firſt day of the weths and that gives liber= 
to work on the ſeventh ? ef 
\ Take likewiſe his fiſth Queſtion almoſt the © 
ame with the fourth, and ghen we ſhall anſwer: 
hem together. 7”. EL _—_ 
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Qu: 5: Hath God by any of his Meſſexpery 
or otherwiſe in Scriptare calted the firſt day of the 
week the Chriſtian Sabbath, or 3s it a bumant in” | 
vextion, if not humane, quote the place in Sevi« | 
ptare gfor a thing is known by thenameof it ? | +1, 
- Anſ. | Anſwer both to the fourth and fifth | ;p 
Queſtion, I have proved jt already by many | 
Arguments from aforementioned Scriptures, | 7, 
that the firſt day of the weck 1s by Chrifts co 
Commandment the day appointed to be _ 
the Lords day, and our Chriſtian Sabbath,and 
therefore I refer him for an Anſwer to that 
which hath been already ſaid, 
| Qu. 6; If any Set produce Conſequenct 
from Scyipture, as the Judge to uphold their 0+ 
pinion y and it appear to be altogether contrary #0 
the plain FPord of God in the Scripture, whithty 
or 16 1 ſhould look at it to be conſequence or blintl- 
neſs in the Sect ? | 
Avſ. The Conſequence from Scripture is 
Either a neceſſary Conſequence, and being ac: 
cotding to Scripture, .isof as full force as 
any plain Scripture, as fohn Rogers granted 
'2n his Anſwer tothe firſt Queſtion, or elſe it 
' is a Conſequence ſeemingly deduced from 
Scripture, but is really a peryerting of, and 
 &<ontrary to the Scripture, as ſome unlearned 
= and unſtable, who wreſt the Scriptures to} fi 
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their own deſtruQion, 2 Perc3.16, ahd then it 
is far off from being of the ſame toree witht _ 
the Scripture + But we have piven /obn Roger #* 1 
necefſiry d:ducions from plain Scriprures in ” 
the Old and New Teſtament, to prove that 
tf] the firſt day of the week is the Lords day,and 
y | ourChriſtian Sabbath ; and it is in vain for 
, | 7obn R., todeny this until the Arguments be 
S] confutcd. of 

c Qu 7. John Rogers his ſeventh Q: eſtion, 
ld] whether or no there be 4 poſſibultry to take out rbe 
i day commanara ent of the fonrth Commanament, 
|| ani put in one of the fix working dayes, in the 
ef room thereof, and not alter one jott or one tittle of 
| tbe former Law, if theve be a poſſibil ty of ſuch 
"yh a thing, or ever ſuch 4 thing was? | dclire 4 
'r | Copy of it may be ſent me to the Prifon'as 
i- | ſoon as may be. 

; Anſ, My Anſwer to this ſeventh Queſtion 
5} is, that I have already proved in my Reply to 
Ci his Anfwer to the tenth Queſtion. tha: this 
$ | change of the Sabbath from the ſeventh day 
tothe ficſ day of the weck .is no deiirudive 
but a perfeRing change; and fo far from de+ 
1 ftroyingtheLawin a jotr or tittle -of it, that + Þ 
It 1 a fulfilling of the Lawas really and. fully, 
as the performances of Prophecies are the 
fulfilling of — ad d. is 1s $90 late for 
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© Jobs Rogers riow to queſtion, whither that be 
©. poffible to be done which is already certainly 
performed and done as we have proved al- 
ready; and as for ſome fragments of Obje! 
Eions and Cavils which 7. &. hath gathered 
out of ſome late Authors, and yet if all theſe 
be put together he is unable to defend his ſe- 


| 
veiith day Sabbath, | 
[ 
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And it is as poſlible for 7. R. to hinder the 
charge of the Moon as he can hinder the 
change of ttefeventh day Sabbath, ſecing it 
is founded upon the works of Creation which f| , 
is given to change : but who can hinder the 
Qabiliry & immutability of the firſt day of the 
Week, the Lords day ; which is grounded 
upon the unchangeable - work 'of our Re- 
| decmer, according to an immutable and ever- 
Tafting Covenant: And if it be not poſſible 
* for 7.R.yet to ſcetbereaſonof this but ad- 
mire at his legal light, and deſpiſe Goſpel yi- 
» fions: Behold ye arſpiſers wonatr ana periſh, for 
 Jworka work in yohr dayes, a work, which you 
©. ſpall in no wiſe believe, thiugh a man atclare it 
= znto you, At, 13.41. and yet thoſe who baye 
the Revelations of- the' Spirit of Wiſdom in I, 
+ the Goſpel, ſhall ſay, this is the Lords doings, Þ 
It is marvellous in our eyes, this is the day 
WER tHc Ford hath made; Save now 1 peſoee? 

K- ve thee 
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thee O Lord, bleſſed is he that cometh  in- the = 1 
N ame of the Lord, Plal. 118, 23,24425,26, 
And if he that def piſed the Law of take. 'I 
and particularly cd prophane the ſeventh day: 
Sabbath was ſo ſeverely puniſhed, as 7obn R. 
did note, of how much ſorcr puniſhment ſhall 
he be thought worthy, who hath deſpiſed rt e 
Goſpel Commandment, and particularly the 
Lays day the Chriſtian Sabbath, the Ord» 
' nance and Inftitution ot Chriſt which he hath 
by his Blood purchaſed, Heb, 10.28,29. | 
And Thane done likewiſc with Iobn R: 
his Queſtions at preſent; and if 7, R, Or NY 
Aor him ſhall undertake to make a Reply to 
that which bath be:n ſaid, Ll expe& they ſhould 
anſwer my Arguments 1» terminzs, according 
as thy are inthe frame and method of them: 
I do not intend for the. future to trouble my 
ſelf with an Anſwer to ſuch Lax Diſcourſes as 
have nothing of the frame of an Argument 
with them, 
| And thus at preſent I-haye done ſpeaking to 
Man, but this 1 may ſay, Oh Lora, I have not 
aeftrea the woful day, that which came out of my 
'ips was #i7ht before thee, bt not thou a terroy. to. Þþ 
»e, thou art my mu in the day of evil, " bw” 
L7.-16, 7. 4 
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Emanner, or in any r<{pc& whatſoever I have | 
erred, tet it not be confirmed but confuted, 
and let me be conyinced : but if that which Þ /, 
hath been faid be accordirg to ' thy Holy 7 
Word revealed by the Apoſt'es of the Lord | 5, 
Jeſus, ler thuſe who do, or ſhall oppoſe, be Þ 3; 
converted, and repent of this their Witked-Y 
nels, and pray God, it pertaps the thonght | D, 
of their hcart may be forgiven them, or elſe 
Tet them be confaunded and cut off, A#t.3.22 
Gatl.F.i2 

And whereas the Plague is come into a 
neighboyring Plantation, ani] ſome Families 
already (hut up, the Lord have mercy upon 
them. and humble us deeply for our great wn- 
fr uitfulneſs. and eſrecialy for our pre-phina? 
tion of the Lords Dy : what is the- cau e of 
this ſo fierce wrath to 'et looſe a Spirit 'of Er- 
ror an. Del::fjon :hus to rage, that thoſe who 
Feceived not the loye of the truth may be de 
 Hivercd up to believe a lye, and damned that 
Have pleaſure in unrigh:couſneſ-,( 2 Thf.19, 
11,12) And whit tome riſe up that the 
E might caſt down ihe Chriſtian Sabbath, unc 
= a pr-tence of advancing the ſeventh day Sab: 
bath 3 24 Lord, let nct the evil one prevail with 
parophaneneſs of others to cauſe them. to neg* 
by Time ang holy things, D 
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gm qnityy but peace foal be 4pon Iſrael, Ml 
225. 4, $* 
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